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&S.Mr. Norton hath censured us for addressing. 
ys his Society in. our former publication, we now addressno:: 
paiticular society or person, but any, into whose» hands 
the following. pages may fall : Not with an intention to 
appear conspicuous in religious controversy, miuch less: 
with an idea. of advancing our personal interest, as our: 
stations in life afford but little time for study or writingy« 
ner can we expect to advance our repntations » But in 
each, of these instances, perhaps we should he gainers by 
joining in the common opinions of our religious trethren. 
Nor ia it foom any ilkwill or hatred to the gentleman! 
we have. undertaken to answer ; for our principles forbid» 
this, as we consider him as onr brother, and that his soul: 
is; bound, together with ours in the same bundle of life. 
We trust then, every candid reader will consider our! 
venturing forward in. this way, to be froma higher, mo. / 
tive than any here mentioned. Our object isto maintain 
what: wei Ge trith, though in this we are 
aware we shall be under the necessity of differing not 
only from Mr. N. but from by far the greatest part of 
religious professors. 
* It will not be expected our arguments will be cloath-< 
ed in that elegance ot style or correctness of language, 
which may flow from the pen of those who have had the 
advantage of a liberal education. 

We have e::deavoured to answer the objections against 
the doctrine we profess to believe, in as plain and concise 
@ manner as possible, taking Scripture for our gitide, 
and the character of God for an infallible touchstone 


to try every interpretation of Scripture by, and also, 
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‘very contradictory 


TO THE READER. 


lave endeavoured to give a reason of the hope that is ia 
us, with meekness and fear. 3 

We have endeavoured to avoid repetitien, but as Mr. 
N’s remarks appear to abound with them, it will aot be 
expected we have wholly avoided them. 

As it would be necessary for us to repeat a consider- 


_able part of these remarks to do justice to the author ; 


therefore, to save time, and if ible, to escape censure 
for partial quotations, we shall frequently refer the read - 
ers: to his book, to examine for themselves, which we 
they will do for their own satisfaction. 

If-wehave made’ use: of expressions, (in this or in our 
former address, ) which may be thought toe severe, we 
hope to be excused, being, as men, subject to like in- 
firmities with this our respected brother, who, it will 
appear, is not wholly exempt from them. 

»In examining the gentleman’s performance, we have 
not experi the: smallest flash of conviction of error 
in principle, but, on the contrary, we have (if possible 
been’ more confirmed in the belief of nahh 


_ grace of God, finding his strongest arguments to be so 
| to each other; as well as inconsistent. 


with the character of the just God and the Saviour, that 


| ~ they immediately. vanish “ like the baseless fabric of a 
Vision,” and cause tlie truth to appear in brighter lustre. 
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THE BEREAN. 


IN the beginning: of page, ‘of 


Mr. Norton’s. remarks on our, late address, 


an inquiry is.made in what. past; of. his, ser- 
mon we have been exhibited to the. world 
as. the subjects of illiberal remarks, and op- 
probrious epithets, &c,!—To which we an- 
swer, there is scarcely a, page in which such 
remarks. may not be. found either directly or 
indirectly. In p. 16, of: his sermon, Univer 
Salists are called by natwe_as ‘ infidels,” 
‘with other. opprobrious épithets ; such: as 
“ being infested with the leaven of infidel- 
ity,” as possessing faith at best of a waver~ 
ing and precarious a of. the 
bible, &c. 


As respects our faith, we humbly it 


is grounded ‘ on the foundation of the 


apostles und prophels, Jesus Christ himself 


being the chief corner stone,” on the un- 


doubted fact of his “ dying for our sins, and 


rising again for our justification,’ how pre- 
carious soever it may be. in Mr. N’s, view. 
VOL. 2. G 
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But we are really at a loss to determine 
on what he grounds his faith, whether as a 
Calvinist he grounds it as far as it extends 
on the promises of an unchanging God, or 
whether as an Arminian, it,rests on chance, 
or the will of the creature. For he seems, 
at times, to embrace each of those principles, 


as his subject may require, or as may best 


suit his purpose, though we understand he 
professes to be a Calvinist. However the 
advocates for these two sentiments may be 
at variance with each other; vet we find 
they unite in opposing the scripture doctrine, 


_+which embraces both, viz. That the love of 


‘God extends to all—And that his power is 
engaged to accomplish all his love requires, 


-which is the holiness.and happiness of all. 


We cannot but observe here, that this 
Jooks a little like Herod and Pontius Pilate 
‘becoming friends in persecuting our Saviour, 
‘who on other occasions had so long been at 
wariance. As respects our disbelief of the 
Bible, we know of no other proof he hath 
‘of ‘that assertion, only that we do not be- 
lieve it to be that contradictory and incon- 


_ sistent book which -he represents it to be. 


‘We now proceed, in a few instances, to 
point out the self-contradictions with which 
‘the whole sermon abounds, which the im- 
partial reader cannot but perceive. It will 
‘be observed in the close of the Ist page, the 
scripture testimony is spoken of as true— 
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that “ Christ gave himself a ransom for all, 
io be testified in due time; and as he had 
made provision for the sulvation of all men, 
so he would have them all to be saved and 
come to the knowledge of the truth.” Then 
in page 16, it is sential, * God is not: desir- 
ous of the salvation of the whole human 
race : for were the salvation of all men with- 
out distinction the object of his desire, he 
must be an imperfect being,” &c. In page 
17 it is further said, “ are we not constrains 
ed to believe that God wills or determines 
the everlasting misery of a part of the bu- 
man‘race ?” What can be more contradic- 

tory than those ideas, compared with the 


' former in page 1? and yet we are told; 


* God commands all men to. come to the know- 
ledge of the truth and be saved,” or to do 


het he is determined they never shall-do, 


Strange inconsistency ! We hope Mr N, 
himself after considering the subject, will 
no longer be at a loss in this particular ; 
and he or any other person, can want no 
further proof, that his sermon contains God- 

dishonouring sentiments, than’ a review of 
the specimen we have here exhibited. What 
can be more dishonourable to God than te 


entertain an idea that he is deceptive ) what — 
can be more so than to suppose he neither 


wills nor desires the happiness of his crea 
tures! But above all, what. can exceed. the 


dishonour offered him by asserting his: de- 
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termination is endless misery for some “ as 
necessary to fulfi! his wise and benevolent 
designs!” Should any want further proof, 
oneither of these points, we recommend to 
them to read*what is called the improve- 
ment to'his sermon. 

see no reason’ why the apostle 
_ meatit'to be understood so very different 
from'*what he expressed, when he, in so sol- 
manner, declared to Timothy that 
© he spake the truth in Christ, and did not le, 
but spake in Saith and verity,” when he said 
it*was God’s will “ all men should be saved, 
and come to the knowledge of the truth.” It 
really seems as if his endeavour was to évade 
force ‘of the apostle’s reasoning, and 
make it conform to his own opinion. We 
‘are sorry Mr. N. did not give our short ex- 
planation on his text, with its connexion, 
for the: benefit of such as prejudice may for- 
bid’ reading it in our address ; but it needs 
‘novexplanation : ‘it is only to read it in its 
‘plain, unequivocal language, and all the vol- 
umes which ‘have been, or may be written 
in support of partial salvation, would be con- 
sidered no more than a single drop of water 
compared with the ocean. 

“. We will suppose, for argument’s sake, 
Mr. N. had lately buried a father, who pos- 
sessed’a large estate ; a legally executed will 
was found, by which the estate was to be 
equally divided among his children, which 
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were only three, Paul, Timothy and Jacob : 
after a few days P. and T. claimed the whole 
estate, and argue ‘ that w7// sometimes meant 
command,’ and that their father’s commands 
were not always ebeyed, and his determin- 
ation was ‘ that Jacob’ should have no part 
of the estate, though the will apparently éx- 
pressed to the econtraty ; would Jacob, m 
this case, give up his claim, and think this 
conclusive eviderice! we trust not; dad we 
believe he would meet no great difficulty 
in a court of justice in recovering his equat 
share of the estate. But if among men those 
solemn instruments are not easily broken, 
how much less when by: an 
changeable God! 
We pass to page 6, wherein gentlemen 
seems to doubt whether we had cast our 
éye over his sermon. If we had not; we 
should not have made the observation. 
We will now endéavour to convey to his 
understanding what he thinks so véry hard 
to be understood. It immediately. follows 
our concise remarks on his text with if@ cons 


hextons; which we conceive to be plain, rae 


tional,'undeniable facts, and proofs positive 
of the final salvation of all men. . Fhei we 
observe, that the apostle had the same idéas, 
er he. would not have conveyed his’ mind 
i .s0: expressive terms ;) and then judge that 
Mr. N. casting his eye on the worldta gen- 
eral, and seemg they.are. not come to 
VOL. 2, G 2 
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the knowledge of the truth, and conse- 
quently not yet saved, he therefore con- 
cludes they never will; and this the read- 
er will’ find to be his principal argument 
throughout his whole discourse, to prove all 
men wilbnot be saved. 
-“In-pages 7 and 8, the gentleman seems 
to labour to prove all are not members of 
Christ, being constrained to acknowledge 
that‘all his members would be saved with 
an everlasting salvation; and consequently 
were they all his members, universal salva- 
tion must follow ; but the scripture certain- 
ly abounds with proof of all being members 
“of his body of his flesh, and of his bone ;” it, 
as the apostle says, | Cor. xi. 3, “ Christ is 
the head of every man.” then it follows all 
men are*members of that head, though all 
are not intended’ for the samc <flice, yet all 
are directed by infinite wisdom to fill the 
station allotted them till under “ the wise 
master-builder,” they: “ being. fitly framed 
together, grow up ‘into an holy temple in the 
Lord.” That ali are not at present united to 
Christ; by faith, is true ; neither was Saul 
of Tatsus united ‘to him by: faith till after 
the Lerd Jesus Christ was revealed to him 
in flaming fire, taking vengeance on bim as 
one'who knew not God, neither obeyed his 
gospel; which operation proved an everlast- 
ing destruction tovhim as a:persecutor, 


ing away all his dross:and tin, and: preparing 
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him as Paul the apostle to fill the important 
station for which he was chosen before the 
world began: But can any one doubt but 
that he was a member of Christ before this 
reconciliation took place! if they do they 
greatly err not knowing the scriptures or the 
power of God, that fire or light from heaven 
convinced him of his error! and was ‘the 
cause of that faith which afterwards consti- 
tuted him a member by faith ; and we hum- 
_ bly trust infinite wisdom will find means to 
change the heart of every sinfal child of 
Adam, and give them that faith'whieh works 
by love and will unite them to him as mem- 
bers ; forthe gracious word is gone forth 
from the mouth of him that cannot lie, 
* When I am lified up Jrom the eurth I will 
draw all men unto me.” 

Though we firmly believe the 
promises of God will be all fulfilled as res- 
pects the salvation of the whole human race ; 
yet’ we can also believe with Mr N.* the 
Lord Jesus Christ will be revealed from 
heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, 
taking vengeance on them that know him not, 
&c.” or as mentioned in another place, 
“ taking vengeunce on their inventions,” and 
that “ the wrath of God is revealed from 
heaven aginst all and unright- 
eousness of men ;” ** we” also “* speak as unto 
wise men, .judge ye: ‘We are. constrained 
wherever we find the vengeance of God 
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spoken of in scripture, to consider it in this 
light; for should we consider it like the 
vengeance of a tyrant, who delights in tor- 
turing all whom he may have in his power, 
merely to gratify a vengeful, malicious dis- 
position ; without the least intention of 
good to himself or them, we conceive the 
idea would be bordering on blasphemy ; 
but “ we have not so learned Christ.” 

In the following paragraph, the gentleman 
seems to disapprove of our conclusions on 
Paul’s reasonings in his 2d Corinthians, 
15th chapter respecting all things being 
_ put. in subjection under Christ, which we 
' wish the reader carefully to examine, afd 
see if the apostle’s arguments do not lead 
to a conclusion, that all things will, in the 
order therein described by infinite wisdom, 
be * subdued unto Christ,’ even so as to ac- 
knowledge him “ Lord of all, to the praise 
and glory of God the Father.” Astothe in- 
sinuation, that the apostle or any one else - 
had an idea of things distinc: from men being 
subjected. to him, we think it of so trifling a 
nature as. not to require any further notice, 
That. “all. worlds, angels and men, arein 
the divine mind considered as in subjection 
vader Christ, according to the ordinance of 
the Father,” we willingly grant; but that 
- they now are; as réspects their own con- 
sciousness, remains for Mr. N. to. prove: 
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‘We find a large proportion ‘© enemies to 
Gud by wicked works,” wholly influenced by 
the mind, which is enmity against 
God,” and brings “death,” which in volves the 
miud in darkness, whiel genders" fear, 
which hath torment ;? all of which consti- 
tute Hell. “ But, says the gentleman, 
«doth it follow that Christ’ will save them 
from this situation, and make them holy 
and happy, or work a moral change in them,” 
&c! The reverse of this seems to be his 
idea, viz. That a vast majority of the human! 
face will never be “reconci/ed to-God,” or 
be renewed in the “ ‘spirit of their’ minds ;” 
nor will their “exmity” ever be destroyed 
or slain, any more than the venomous’ dis- 
position of a serpent is destroyed by being 
forcibly trodden “under foot, and the 
dint of power restrained from doing’ injury ; 
but the hateful spirit still remains ready for 
action, whenever this forcible restraintiis re- 
mcved. So that it will be’ necessary to 
keep a continual guard ‘over these unrecon- 
ciled beings, to an endless duration, lest 
they should again molest the few, who, as the 
peculiar members of Christ, have been sav- 
ed from this hateful disposition, and by 
God’s grace made holy and happy. But 
must we thus degrade the character of the 
"Holy One of Israel?” Must we thing 
thus diminutively of the “ Bruiser of tie. 
serpent’s head ?? God forbid! Bat rather 
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let us with the apostle conclude he will 
** slay the enmity ; Ean that he will ‘* reconcile 
all Pa to himself, whether they be things 
ia heaven or things on earth, even in him 3 
as all things were made by him and for him, 
who ts.the first born of every creuture,” and 
that. in his own order, which is so plainly 
exhibited in the before-mentioned 15th of 
Corinthians, and needs no comment, which 
we again recommend the reader to examine. 
The gentleman, in the next paragraph, ap- 
peals:to his brethren to know if they do not 
believe in. the. veracity: of God, saa in the 
falfilment of alb the good words which he 
hath spoken ; which he coneludes, is by no 
means “connected with the salvation of all 
men.” 

We would | propose a few plain questions 
to him and his. brethren, on this very inter- 
esting. point. Do they believe, that in 
Christ, the promised seed, all the families 
of the earth: will be blessed’? Do they be- 
lieve all. people shall partake of the feast. of 
fat things: spoken. of by Isaiah, 25th chapter ? 
Do they. believe all flesh shall see the salva- 
tion of “she. Lord? Do they believe Jesus 
Christ. will take away the sin of the world! 
Do'they. believe he gave himself for the life 
of the world! Do they believe he tasted 
death for every man? Do they believe he 
was made. a propitiation, not only for the 
sins of the apostle, and those who were 
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believers in his day, but also forthe sins of | 


the whole world? Do-they believe the time 
will come when there shall be no more 
death, sorrow or crying, but all tears be 
wiped away? Do they ‘believe, every crea- 
ture in heaven, on earth, under the earth, 
and in the sea, yea all of them, shall sing 
praises to God and the Lamb, forever and 
ever! These are but a very small part of 
the good words which God hath spoken ; 
and we shall only say, if they believe them, 
they have a very different way of commu- 
nication from ether people, both in writing 
and in conversation. 

We shall next teke notice of the remarks 
made on Ist Timothy, 4th chapter, 9th and 
10th verses’: “* This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation : For therefore we 


both labour and nas reproach, because we 
od, who ts the Saviour of’ 


trust in the living 
all men, especially of them that believe. 
That “ it is no supnort to our scheme,” 
we willingly acknowledge with Mr. N. but 
that it is an incontrovertible proof that it 
was the design of infinite wisdom, through 
Jesus Christ, to save the whole human ee 
from sig and its we most 
firmly believe. 

‘By what authority, the gentlema with 
80 much confidence asserts, that the decla- 
fation in verse 9th, refers to what is contain- 
ed in the 8th, we know not; but conceive 
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we. have, atleast as. good authority to con- 
clude.it refers to the. following verse; but 
we. shall not dispute bim on this ground, 
supposingrboth to be faithful sayings. But 
allowing, those who were partakers of the 
godlinéss,here. spoken of, (verse 8th) to be 
those; who enjoyed the special salvation, 
we dare not say the text is not true as res- 
pects. the-rest of the world, who are con- 
sidered, ungodly, It is positively said, 
“ the, living (sod ts the Savisur of all men 

those who believe, enjoy all the nied 
which believing entitles them to, and may 
truly be said to partake of a special salvation. 
Others lose all these present enjoyments, 
apd many are no doubt all their life-time 
“subject to bondage, throngh fear of death :” 
But are they always to remain so! No, as- 
suredly ; for Christ will “ dediwer those who 
had. thus. been in bondage; yea, mn due tine 
he died forthe ungodly: he justifieth the 
ungodly; he suffered, the just for the unjust, 
to bring them to God,” &c. hese are bible 
truths, and. consistent with the character, of 
its author, and.consequently incontrovert- 
ible... But because the. “ wrath of: Ged is 
revealed, from, heaven against all ungodliness 
and unrighteousness of men ;” that is against 
the, very, principle -which. constitutes them 
ungodly. and unrighteous, and without 
which,, the glorious work of. reconciliation 
never could. be performed, , The gentleman 
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boldly asserts; the reverse of this is. true, 
and calls scripture to, his aid to contradict 
‘itself, and to prove some will forever remaia. 
ungodly, and consequently God’s wrath 
must forever burn against them without 
effect: and.in the height of his zeal, appears 
to be actuated by the same spirit which 
prompted the.disciples of our Lord to call for 
fire from heaven, and consume those who 
did not receive them. Should,God in his 
infinite mercy, favour Mr. N. with the same 
vision he did Peter of old, we trust he would 
not be so fond of calling “ what God hath 
cleansed common or unclean,” he should like- 
wise remember that with God all things are 
possible. 

In the close of page 9, and. the beginning 
of p. 10, the ideas advanced seems to strike 
at the root of the Christian system ; finding 
it difficult to confute the apostle in his as- 
sertion that God was the Saviour of all men, 
he seems to be under the necessity of “ de- 
nying the Lord that bought him,” and separ- 
ating what “ God hath joined together.” 
*“ Who,” inquires the gentleman, “ is this 
Saviour of all men? it is the living God ; 
God the Father: But is the title of Saviour 
ascribed to God the Father as respects fu- 
ture salvation?” That this God is the “ Pre- 
Server of men,” we, with pleasure agree, for 
“in him we live, move, and have our being ;” 
but should we limit his goodness to this mo- 
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state, we should speak repidinch fully 
of Hit’; dnd we would seriously inquire of 
ai ersdn, ih What'setse they could 
thé cominion blessings of this 
hife, it’ their profusion, to be 


feat blessitigs, if unconnected with such as 


are spiritual and éterndl. If it was’ neces- 
sary in the plan infinite Wisdom, atid con- 
sistent with his unalterable determination, 
that some should be etidléssly miserable, it 
would” be bordering’ on blaspliemy to say, 
iliéir short existence here was to give them 
a chahce to escape that dréadfill doom, and 
bécome holy and happy, as that would be 
impassible, would frustrate “ his betiev- 


olent design. in their never-ending misery,” 


as méntioned by Mr: N.—But this is a kind 
of bédevolence known only to the most in- 
consistent of all réligious professors. | 
We will take a view of the advantage of 
beiiig saved in the way the gentleman seems 
to consider. God iis the Saviour of all. Sup- 
pose two children born to-day of different 
arents, and consider them according to 
scripture to be realty the “‘ heritage of the 
Lord ;” and that. our kind Redeemer spake 
true when he said, “ of such is the king- 
dun of heaven. >» The parents of one, share 
sO little i in this salvation, that the feeble mo- 
ther cahnot procure food sufficient to pro- 
duce a breast of milk for the nourishment of 
the feeble infant, so that it soon sweetly 
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sleeps in death, and its spirit,.rests in’, the 
arms.of .its. God., , The .other preserved, 
and greatly blessed with a flowing, breast, of 
milk, and ‘every. other nourishment... Lhe 
child arrives to manhood, lives in, pleasure, 
dies in unbelief, and awakes in hell, .Js,it 


not plain, that what, the gentleman consid- : 


ers a blessing, on this. principle, is the great- 
est curse that could have: befallen tbe. hape 
Jess babe, could he behold -the other, in, the 
realms of glory,. aud contrast -his situation 
with his owz,would he feel thankful for.sueh 
a blessing ' Oh, no, rather would bein agony 
curse, the breast which gave him suck, and 
Jament..bis mother had,,not,been his.prave. 

We then as men,,and as Christians, boldly 
declare, this doctrine to be directly contrary 
to scripture.and the characterof God. therein. 
contained: We know no God bat she diving 
God, the just God, aad, the, Saviour 3. pe! 
there is none beside:me: Loale.unto me,and 
be ye saved,.all the ends of the earth, ford 

am "Cod and there is ,else, beside .me 
there is no Saviour, Then, it, follows 
others are vanity and a lie: and must neces- 
Sarily be dead. ones, mere-stocks and stones, 
and not deserving the, worship of non 
Many bow down to,them.. 

“Again,, allowing Mr. 5. explanation, to 
right, that God is not, the Saviour of. men’s 
isouls, which, to say the least, he, jetmsiders 
; in ‘fact, he appears’ to entertain 


: 
‘ — 
* 
4 
{ 
; — 
if 
— 
bad 
i 
x 
4 
‘ 
i 
il 
i 
q 
4 
. 
| 
q 
‘a 
t 


THE BEREAN. 


no doubts on'the ‘subject, as respects some, 
but only the preserver of their bodies, to 
worry out a miserable existence in sin and 
sorrow, and then for God to work a miracle 
in preserving them in the most excruciating 
torment to ap endless duration. How in- 
finitely would this be degrading-man, made 
jn his own image, below the beasts. Are 
hot even the swine equally preserved by 
‘him in this fife? Do not they often enjoy 
‘food in more profusion, and that without 
their toil or care, and are likewise exempt 
from misery hereafter? We have heard Mr. 
N. advocates the doctrine of total depravity, 
and here appears to’ be a striking specimen 
of it; What else could induce any man thus 
‘to degrade. the: character of’ tlie living God, 
‘the Saviour of all’ men, as having made pro- 
vision for the dying body, and neglected the 
mmortal-part®; made-no provision for the 
never-dying’ soul? Lord, what is man! We 
hope Mr. N. will take the advice of the apos- 
“the in anotheér’case, viz. pray to God if'so 
be the thoughts ih his heart may be forgiven 
him.” 

Notwithstanding the many hard speeches 
‘the gentleman, bati: uttered against us, yet 
we do not wish tohatm him, our arguments 
| being’ against his errors; and not him. We 
“feel family: affection for him, nor would 
we ‘drive’ him from! our door,” or-forbid 
others to relieve his wants; but in case of 


3 
in} 
| 
| 
| if 
ij 
ay } 
i} 
iy iii 
if 
} 
i! 
— | 
4 
ij 
— 
ly | 
1 
| 
{ 
Be 
| 
Al 
| 
Hi 
& 
Th 
| 
— atl | 
| 
ath 


THE BEREAN. 71 


} necessity, would willingly divide with him 
> = the last morsel of bread ; and we rejoice in 
the belief, that the same light frum heaven 
which reduced the haughty murderous spirit 
© . of Saul of Tarsus, ts able to bring our broth- 
) er tothe same’ spirit of mind Saul was 
© in, after feeling the effects of that power 
who “ sets like arefner’s fire, and like a ful- 
ler’s soap,” though this fire ‘utterly destroy- 
ed Saul the persecuter ; syet praying Paul 
was left as a faithful witness to the truth as 
it isin Jesus; and we believe this fire of 
divine love “will take away all our drossand 
tin”? We rejoice that “the Lord Jesus 
Christ is one day coming with ten thousand of 
his saints, to execute yudgment upon ali; 
and that his penetrating judgment. wil} dis- 
cover the cause, and’ forever remove’ it by’ 
“ convincing ungodly men of their ungodly’ 
deeds, and. of the hard speeches they havé u?- 
tered against him ;” and, when convinced, 
they will no doubt, in pensive accents, “call: 44 
on him ; and, we humbly trust im God, the 
| soothing. promise will then: meet their des- 
pairing hearts,’ ‘* al/ that call on the nume of 
the Lord shall be saved.” ‘Ther shall all the 
human family recognize their spiritaal: broth- © 
er; and he, in forgiving and loving accents; - 
will console them as Joseph of. old did his 
Once envious and. cruel brethren, “ 
§rtevd or angry with yourselves on aecount of 


whatye have done to me, Sor Godimeant it for 
2 hn 2 
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good.”+—Then will every lofty imagmation 
be brought low, and the Lord alone exalted.” 
—Then will the most stout hearted rebel 
humbly bow to. Jesus, and acknowledge him 
Lord.of all. Yes, when “ the everlasting 
hills shail be removed,” aad be’ no miore— 
then shall: shame and everlasting contempt, 
forever cease, and every other evil, 

« For fin, death and hell, will God deftroy, 
And fill the univerfe with joy. | 
His love fhall then each voice com 
To cry, he hath done all things well.’” 


page 11, Mr. Norton quotes the follow- 
ing. passage from ‘our address: ‘ Our divine. 
master declared unequivocally on ali occa- 
sions, that the scripture must be: fulfilled :’”’ 
We, would inquire, therefore, why your 
tor contradicts his master! Why he denies 
the truth ef Ais andAzs apostles’ declarations! 
Why. he teaches: men todistrust Jehovah’s 
veracity, To all these, and-we con-— 
ceive -very important inquiries; Mr. N. 
makes. the following reply: ‘““ Permit me, 

my ‘brethren, alsoto inquire, why these mod- 
est gentlemen ‘ask \the above’ questions! 
}s. it with a-view! to insult your understand-\ 
“ings, orto give you! a-specimen of theirown: 
veracity!” What the answer to this inquiry’ 
should be} you will decide.: What the answer 
of hearers with be:to his inquivies, 
we-knew: pot answer ‘is, that-we. 
had no-intentiod to: insult thelr understand- 
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ings, nor to give a specimen of our veracity : 

but it was because we conceived he gave 

an erroneous explanation of his text, viz. 
When Gad says by his apostle, that he will 
have all men to be saved, and come to the 
knowledge of the truth, Mr, N. saysy“* God 
is not desirous, all things considered, that 
ail men should be saved this we conceiv= 
ed, and do yet believe, is contradicting his: 
master,and denying the truth of Ais and his a- 

postles’ declarations. Inthe same page,Mr.N. 
goes on toremark ; “ The gracious promises 
of God to men, the gentlemen suppose 
(meaning the Bereans,) secure the: everlast- 
ing salvation of the whole of Adam’s race” 
Fo the truth of this remark we most cheer- 
fully agree ; and that’ these promises are: 


eminently 


well calculated to root out the sitp 


of ingratitede from the hearts of his deceiv-' 
ed offspring, is a trutly experienced : by ‘all 
who are enabled to:believe them as Abraham 
did. But as. to Mr. N’s presumption, that 
we consider ingratitude, at.least in: a great 
nieasure, expelled ‘from our hearts, we can 
only say, that we desire to bless God that he 
has so’ far. removed ingratitude from our 
hearts, that we feel no disposition to charge 
him with hypocrisy, or to charge bim with 
eonduct which. would disgrace a human char- 
acter, or to mpute to him base and eruel mo~ 
tives in creation ; such as creating millions 
Of fational creatures.on! purpose to make 
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them endlessly miserable ; and that too be- 
cause they conduct in this life, exactly as 
he decreed they should, before he created 
them. Far be such base ingratitude from’ 


our hearts ! 


In the same page, Mr. N. quotes the fol- 
lowing passage from our address: ‘“* What 
can we conclude from your pastor’s presump- 


tions, but this? That he is self-willed ; so 


puffed up with vaio conceit, his fleshly arind 
is exalted so much above measure, that he 
hath dared to fix the due time, wien the 
truth of the apostle’s testimony ought to be 
testified, and then he exclaims, ‘ My breth-. 
ren, can you comprehend the meaning of 
the gentlemen in this passage!” We can 
hardly conceive the remarks in the above 


quotation, are so far:'beyond Mr. N’s com-. 


prehension, as he would lead lis readers to 
imagine. However, as it is not our inten-. 
tion to charge him with hypocricy, we will 
endeavour to be adittle more explicit.on this. 
particular point. In the first place, m will 
appear evident to all who read our address, 
that we understand the apostle as he speaks 
in. 1 Timothy, ii. 4,where he says, speaking 
of God, ** who will have all men to be saved 
and..to come unto the: knowledge of the 
truth ;’ and that in due time, this, his will, 
will. be accomplished in -the restoration of 
all the human, race holiness and ;happi- 
ness.; 2; ltwillappear.to.ali who read Mr. 


1 
| 
mh 
| 
+ 
| ; 
4 | 
} | 
| 
A 
i} | | 
i 
j 
| 
4 i | 


~~ 


THE BEREAN. 75 


N’s sermon, that ‘he understands the terms 
will of God, in the light of a command, and 
not as detérmination, and’ that- it is not 'cer- 
tain that this command will ever be obeyed 
hy all men, but, on the contrary, a great part 
of mankind, instead of being saved frdém 
their sins, will be endlessly miserable z'theit 
sins. It will also appear, that one reason at 
Jeast, which he has given; for ‘thus ‘under. 
Standing it, is, because it appears to hiin, that 
a great part of mankind, in all ages’ of the 
world, have died without the knowledge of 
the truth; and therefore, he concludes, 
these can never be taught of God; or come to 
the knowledge of the truth. This, we con- 
ceive, is, in effect, denying the truth of the 

apostle’s declaration, where he says, speaking 
of the Mediator, who gave himseif a ransom 
for all, to be testified in due time. It is like- 
wise fixing the due time, when (if trae in & 
universal sense) it ought to be testified’; viz. 
before death. But we think, that if’ Mr. N. 
possessed even a small degree of that faith, 
which was once delivered to' the saints, 
(which faith we contend for) he, like Abra- 
ham, would account, that Gad is able to 
Taise them, even from the dead, rather than 
fail of accomplishing his glorious purpose, 


‘which he purposed in himself, that inthe dis- 


pensation: of the fulness of times, he mich é 
gather together t th one things in 
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they. be things in heaven, or things 
page 12, quotes)the following 


age;from our address : Modern divines 


would bring even the designs of infinite love 
to. square. with their dogmas, creeds, aad 
of faith,” .&c. 

Mr, Norton deserves some eredit: for. 
ingenvity in transferring the charge brought 
against modern divines, to those who be- 
lieve inthe salvation of all men: however, 
we are willing the candid, unprejudiced 
‘reader.should decide change above 
named will most, properly apply to—those 
who believe iin the restoration of all.men to 
holiness and bappiness ; or those who be- 
lieve.in the endless misery of some. in the 
first. place, what is the design .of infinite 
Jove! That God had a design im creation, 
avill be admitted by.all who believe in the 
existence of.a God; and that this design 
‘was good, and embraced the everlasting hap- 


| Pi ness) of all,maokind, wesmost solemnly be- 


jeve, because we are mtormed, that the 
Lord hath created all things, and that ‘for his 
pleasure.they are, and were created. And 
because we are assured he hath xo pleasure 
in the death of the wicked, but that the wick- 
ed turn from his way and live. And because 
the Lord saith, my shall. stand, and, i 
all my And we have seen 
and do testify, thut the Father sent the Se 
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fo Be the ‘of the world” 1 iv! 


14. For God sént not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world, but that thé 
through him might be fii. 17. 
These ate a few of the passages, with 
which the scriptures abound in confirmation 
of the truth of God’s gracious design in the 
féstoration of all'then. fh ditect opposition 


td these Scriptures, those who believe in the 


endless misery of Some, affitm that part of 
mankind wefe ¢ither created for endless mis- 
0: ep left in such a state, that it was at 
Iéast possible they could make themselves 
thiserablé to alf.eternity ; which, imstead of 
being a désigii of infinite love) is, in eithet 
case, infinite cruelty ; at least, as it respects 
thdse who will be” miserable. Reader’! 
pause and consider before you decide ; and 
May the spirit of trath guide and ditect you 
to tight decision. 


With respéct to thé licentiousréss in mor- 
als and sentient which Mr. ¢harg- 
upon those who believe in’ Whiversal sal- 
vation, We will only ask our readers “to re- 
flect seriously on the two sentiments in con- 
troversy. The universalist bétieves that God 
Sincérely loveS all mankind with an evet- 
fasting | live, While they are’ enemies, 
of which he has given the strongest proof he 
possibly ‘could, in that he bias given his only 
BOM to taste for every man. Aind be- 
cause thus loves them, he com- 
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4 


manded a// men to love him with all. their 
hearts, and their neighbor as themselves ;— 
and when this love is shed abroad in the 
heart, by the operation of the Holy Spirit, its 
natural tendency, is to destroy every species 
of unrighteousness, and purify the heart ; 

for love worketh no ill to its neighbor ; there- 
fore, love is the fulfilling of the law. But 
some of the partialists appear to believe that 
God_ sincerely loves but a part of mankind, 

and that he has manifested this by sending 
his son to die for them ; but that he is not 
_ desirous, all things considered, that the rest 
should be saved, of course as it is ehough 
that the seryant be as his Lord, we cannot 
expect them to love any, but such as they 
think God loves. Others suppose that God 
did love a// men alike, and offered them all 
salvation, upon certain conditions ; but some 
ofthem will not perform these conditions, 
therefore God grows angry, with them, and 
jeaves them to perish in their sins. Which 
of these sentiments has the greatest tenden- 
cy to licentiousness in morals, we shall leave 
our, readers to decide for themselves. As 
the terms “ld fashioned” are very indefi- 
nite, we are at a. ‘ye to determine, what age 
of the. world Mr. N. refers to, when he 
speaks of “ old fashioned seriousness,” 

Whether, he refers to.. that kind of serious- 
ness spoken ‘of in Isaiah, Iviii. Yet 
they seek me daily, and delight to know my 
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ways ; as a nation. that did righteousness, 

and forsook not the ordinances of their Ged ; 

they ask of me the ordinances of justice ; 
they take delight in approaching to God. 
Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and 
thou seest not ? Wherefore have we afflict- 
ed our soul, and thou takest no knowledge ? 
Behold in the day of your fast ye find pleas- 
ure, and exact all your labours. Behold ye 
fast for strife and debate, and to smite with 
the fist of wickedness ; ye shall not fast as ye 
do this day, to make your voice to be heard 
on high. is it such a fast that [ have chosen, 
a day for a man to afflict his soul! Is it to 
bow down his head, as a bulrush,.and to 
spread sackcloth and ashes under him? Wilt 


thou cail this a fast, and an acceptable day to. 


the Lord ? Or, whether he refers to that de- 


scribed in Matthew, vi. 16.- . Moreover, 


when ye fast, be not as the hypocrites, of a 
sad countenance; for they disiigure their 


faces that they may appear unto men.to fast. 


Verily, L say unto you, they have their re- 
ward. Or, does he refer to that kind of'ses 
riousness which is practised in. the Roman 
Catholic Church Inquisition, where they 
have so much seriousness that they think 


they do God service in killing those wha 


dare to think different from them ?—Qr, has 


he reference to that kind. of seriousness 


which led. John Calvié to betray: Servetus, 


his, confidential friend, into the hands of 
VOL. 2. I 
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those serious tormentors, because he had 

the misfortune to differ from him in senti- 
ment! The last mentioned we think is 
most likely to be the kind of seriousness, 
which Mr. N. has reference to, because we 
understand he has embraced the same senti- 
ment which Calvin instituted, which senti- 
ment naturally leads to such kind of serious- 
ness. Saul of Tarsus possessed, and mani- 
fested a great degree of this “ old-fashioned 
seriousness,” when he verily thought he 
ought to do many things against Jesus of 
Nazareth. But we hope this old-fashioned 
seriousness, like the old covenant, is ready 
to vanish away, to give place to that kind, 
which the universal love of God, shed abroad 
in the heart, is calculated to produce. We 
shall leave Mr. N. to explain his solecism, 
of dark luininaries, and proceed. The sub- 
ject respecting the righteous being in a par- 
doned state, will be treated on hereafter ; we 
shall therefore pass it by for the present. If 
Mr. N. calls denying the endless existence 
of hell, ‘sporting’ with it, we shall continue 
to ‘sport’ with it, until we are convinced 
that death and hell will exist after they are 
destroyed. And we shall continue ‘ un- 
blushingly’ to assert, (not, indeed, in direct 
opposition to scripture declaration, as Mr. N. 

supposes we do, but in perfect conformity 
with scripture) that all men will be the sub- 
jects of everlasting happiness in the heaven- 
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ly world, even though some of them-should 
depart this life impenitent. For we con- 
ceive the idea generally entertained, that 
those who have departed this life, are in 
eternity, is inconsistent with scripture, as 
well as with reason ; for all professors of the 
Christian religion, believe in a day of judg- 
ment, and that ail mankind will stand before 
the judgment seat of Christ, and we con- 
ceive that, whether this judgment continue 
a thousand years, one day, or but ‘the 
tivinkling of an eye,’ the close of this day 
will be the close of time ; both with respect 
to the believer and unbeliever, whether they 
be found in the body, or out of the body, at 
the commencement of this day: And al- 
though we should admit what is generally 
conceived, to be true, that as death leaves 
us, so judgment will find us ; yet this by no 
means proves that judgment will leave us, 
asit findsus; for though we believe there will 
be an ‘ essential difference’ between believers 
and unbelievers, at the commencement of 
this day of judgment, when the believers ; 
will be able to say with confidence, This is © 

our Saviour, we have waited forhim. ‘Thus 
having “ boldness in the duy of judgment,” 
arising from having first been convince 
of sin, and then taught that Christ died 
for their sins, and rose again for their justifi- 
cation. While the unbelievers will appear, 
at this judgment, under a consciousness of 
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guilt, and ignorant of God, and his method 
of salvation through Christ, having no right- 
eousness of their own to plead, they will 
feel justly condemned by the righteous law 
of God. Being thus convineed. of sin, re- 
pentance and remission of sins will be grant- 
ed unto themalso. ‘Then, and not till then, 
will commence that unalterable state, which 
is signified by the word kTxRNity in the 
SCriptutes. . 

-.. Mr. N’s first argument in page 13, seems 
to be tothis effect; That if God purposed 
before the world began, that all men should 
be saved, it is of no consequence whether 
they know it or not, at least while in this 
world ; or whether they believe the truth 
ora lie ; because the consequence of be- 
lieving a fie, will not be enciless misery, he 
seems to think any less evil is not worth 
avoiding ; but we hope he does not practise 
upon this principle. 

+1 In the same page, Mr. N. inquires, as fol- 
lows : “ But, is it true that mankind have 
nothing to do themselves, that they have 
no conditions to perform in order to salva- 
tion! Isthe grace of God in Christ Jesus of 
such.a nature, as to ensure their salvation, 
without the exercise of repentance towards 


God, and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ?” 


&e. (To these inquiries we answer, the 


grace of God in Christ is of such a nature, as. 


to insure the salvation of all men, by the 
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means of these qualifications. \ For the a- 
postle says, “By grace are ye saved, through 
SJuith, and that not of yourselves, it is the gift 
of God ; not of works, least any man should 
oast.” Epheswnsii.8,9.  * Not that we are’ 
sufficient of ourselves, to think any thing as 
of ourselves ; but our sufficiency is of God, 
2 Corin. iii. 5. For at is God which work-. 
eth in you both to will and to do of his good 
pleasure.” Phil. ii. 13. 

In pages 14 and 15, Mr. N. has intro- 
duced a fable, to shew the happy connection 
which had subsisted between himselt as a: 
shepherd, and his parishioners as his sheep ; 
which happy connection he supposes might: 
have continued, had not some of bis sheep,’ 
through the art of an insidious enemy, em-- 
braced the doctrine of universet salvation. 
As we take the scriptures for our guide, we: 
cannot, consistent with these, give heed to 
fables, (though ever socunningly devised.) 
yet, as the above-mentioned table is evident-. 
ly intended to give an unfavourable idea of 
the characters of those who believe in the 
doctrine of universal salvation, as well as 
the doctrine itself, we shall not deg but 
take leave to offer the following remarks for: 
the candid perusal of our readers. ty 

An infinite and holy Being, prompted by 
infinite love and goodness, created a race of 
finite creatures, capable of receiving and en- 
joying some knowledge of himself. This 

VOL. 2. 12 


ma 
4 
4 
— 

3 
é 
q 
| 
iim 

¢ 

ee 

7 

\ 

By: 

4 

tf 

= 

} 


THE BEREAN. 


great Creator and owner, saw fit in infinite 
wisdom, to represent these creatures under 
the figure of sheep, and to appoint for them 
one shepherd, even Jesus Christ. Placing 
them: in the delightful pasture of paradise, 
not indeed to gratify their appetites by look- 
ing at the rich provision which surrounded 
them, nor to create something to satisfy the 
cravings of their nature ; but to eat and en- 
joy whaf their pasture naturally produced 
for them, the fruit of one tree excepted, to 
>eat of which was certain death: But in the 
midstiof this scene of bliss, a subtle foe in- 
truded- himself into this happy. society, and 
soon marred. their happiness, by teaching 
them to.distrust their owner’s veracity ; who 
had sad, ‘“ In the day thou eatest thereof 
(that is, of the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil,) “thou shalt surely die ;’ but this 
eneiny; said,‘ thou shalt not surely 
which was a baseand cruel lie, for they eat. 
and died.. Immediately upon this, the great 
owner of the sheep manifested his gracious 
designs, by promising that the seed of the 
woman should bruise the serpent’s head ; 
which gracious: promise, he from time to 
tithe .repeated, in different. manners to bis. 
faithful servants, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob,’ 
and by Mases in the law, and by all his holy 
prophets, who unitedly testified of the resti- 
tution, of all things. When the fulness of 
time was come, ahe great shepherd of the 
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sheep came to seek and save that which was 
lost, and to bring back that which had been 
driven away ; and finding them in bondage 
to the strong man armed, “who kept them in 
| safety till a stronger than he came, then 
| this almighty shepherd, like David, who 
was a figure of hrm, smote the roaring lion 
and slew him, and delivered the lambs from 
his mouth. Having thus achieved their 
deliverance, he chose a few out of the flock, 
and commanded them to feed his sheep and 
his lambs with the bread of everlasting life, 
and to lead them to the waters of salvation ; 
“ For, (says he: the bread of God is he that 
; cometh down from heaven, and giveth life un- 
| tothe world.” John vi. 33, “ And the water 
7 that | shall give him, shall be in bima well 
of water, springing up unto everlasting life.” 
John iv. 14. “ He that believeth onthe 
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son, hath everlasting life.” John ti. 36. 
_ Go ye intoall the world, and preach the 
3 gospel to every creature.” Mark, xvi. 15. 


But what is gospel? It is. glad tidings of 
great joy, which shall be to all’ people: 
“ For,” says the apostle, | delivered unté 


a you, first of all that which I also recetved ; 
how that Christ died for our sins accordin 

4 to the scriptures.” 1 Cor. xv. 3. This he calls 
a the gospel, as may be seen in the first verse 
ofthis chapter. But these faithful servantse 
4 of the great shepherd had no sooner entered 


upon the employ of publishing 
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these glad tidings to all people, according to 
their master’s command, than the great en- 
emy of souls and father of lies, who led the 
sheep astray at first, began to raise objec. 
tions in their minds to the extent of their 
¢ommission ; and, transforming himself into 
an angel of tight, be addresses their minds 
in language similar to what he used to de- 
ceive the mother of all living: Yea, hath 
your master said he will have all men to be 
saved, and to.come unto the knowledge of 
the truth? But I-say, that he is not desirous 
that all. men should be saved, but, on the 
contrary, he made a great part of them, on 
purpose for endless misery. And so well 
did he succeed tn his deceptive wiles, that 
one of those chosen servants refused to 
) fee the gospel to any but the Jews, until 

y a vision, he was taught not to call that 
commen or unclean, which God had cleans- 
ed. And this same apostle, Peter has in- 
formed us, that as there were false prophets 
among the people in the first ages of the 
world, so there will be false teachers among 
us ; and we have been eye and ear witness- 
es to the truth of this prophecy. Many of 
these false teachers are now among us; 
these, insteadof preaching the gospe/ of the 
grace of God, teach the doctrines and tra- 
ditions of men. Such teachers will, proba- 
bly, continue to teach and to preach in the 
world, until the great deceiver of mankind 
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shall be revealed in his true character to all 
men, and then destroyed by the bright ap- 
pearing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

In page 16, Mr. N. after warning bis hear- 
ers to shut their ears against the preaching 
of those he calls self-created shepherds, 
(meaning, no doubt, those who follow the 
éxample of the angels, tn publishing glad ti- 
dings of great joy to a// people,) and turn to 
his fables, closes the sentence by mtroduc- 
ing that often cited subject of the blasphemy 
against the Holy Ghost, thinking, no utd 
this to be an objection to uni- 
versal salvation. We shall not presume 
to give an infallible explanation of a subject 


which has perplexed the minds of so many - 


learned men, for ages past ; but would ob- 


serve, that adinitting the blasphemy against 
the Holy Ghost will never be forgiven ; theit® 


it follows of course, that whoever commit- 


teth this sin must endure the penalty, or 
Cunsequence, annexed to it; but as the =. 


scriptures furnish no evidence that this pen- 


alty is endless misery, we shall leave Mr. N: | 


and those in sentiment with him, to seek 
proof from other sources. 

Mr. N. 
shepherds, my brethren, ‘have, within the 
course of a few years, gone forth into the 
world, either openly, or in disguise, as the 
emissaries of him, who audaciously told the 


" Otiginal pair of our race, that the truth of 


proceeds as follows: ‘“* Many such. 
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God in _ threatening death to their diso- 
bedience, wasalie.” Here we would ob- 
serve that on a carefu! examination of the 
subject, we think the charge brought against 
us, will more properly apply to Mr. N. and 
those in sentiment with him, for whatever 
was intended by the death threatened to the 
disobedience of the “ original pair of our 
race ;” it is evident that, if any escape this 
death, the threatening, of course, will not 
be executed upon them, therefore, admit- 
‘ting this death to intend endless misery, as 
some suppose, then escapes 
must escape it in violation of the truth of 
God, which to suppose, would be blasphemy. 

But admitting the penalty annexed to. diso- 
 bedience to be moral death, then it will ap- 
pear that God was faithful to his word for 
“the scriptures represent all mankind, as 


|. “ dead in trespasses and sins.” ‘hey also 
_ Inform us, that Christ came to give life to 


the world, or to quicken those who were 
dead in trespasses and sins. Mr. N. con- 
cludes this paragraph by warning his hearers 
against even asking those into their houses, 
who would persuade them that they have no 
conditions to perform to obtain eternal life. 
That. such warning might be proper in some 
cases, we will not dispute ; for the apostle 
Joha saith, W husoever transgresseth, and a- 
_bideth not in the doctrine of Christ, hath 
not God: He that abideth in the doctrine 
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of Christ, he hath both the Father and the 
Son. Ifthere come any unto you and bring 
not this doctrine, receive him not into your 
houses, neither bid him God speed. For 
he that biddeth him God speed is partaker 
of his evil deeds, 2 John, 9. 10, 11. As 
we have never denied that Jesus Christ is” 
come inthe flesh; but, on the contrary, 
have uniformly declared that he is come, 
and that he w:// accomplish what he came 
for ; that is, save the world. As we firmly 
believe, and declare this, we shali leave our 


readers to judge, whether the scriptures au- 


thorise Mr. N. or his hearers to shut their 
doors and ears against us. However we are 
not surprised at his thus warning them ; for 
we should naturally expect, that religion 
which so hardened the heart of its institute /— 
er, (John Calvin) that he could be instru- - 

mental in causing a fellow creature to be 


burnt to death, because his conscience coms 


pelled him to differ from Acm in sentiment, 
(as before mentioned) would as naturally 
lead his followers to starve or freeze those to 
death who dare to propagate any doctrine: 
which they cannot approve. Blessed be » 
God, the time is fast approaching whet’ 
there shall be no hurting, or disposition 6 
hurt, among mankind, for they shall be all 
taught of God. ; 

In the close of page 16, Mr. N. seeiis~ 
rather to ridicule the idea, that every partix 
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cle of human nature was included in the 
promise made to Abraham; as though it 
were a hard thing for Ged to reanimate every 
particle of dust which once composed these 
earthly bodies. Although we do not pre- 
tend to any certainty on this subject, yet we 
do not think even ¢hat would be too hard 
for Almighty power to accomplish But we 
are certain as respects the immortal part ; 
because the Father hath said, “all souls are 
mine,” and the Son hath said, ‘all that the 
Father ath he hath given to me ;” and 
likewise, ‘all that the father hath given to 
me, shall come to me, and him that cometh 
to me | willin no wise cast out.” 

This promise to Abraham as quoted in p. 
17, is recorded Genesis, xxii. 18, “* And in 
thy seed shall‘ali the families of the earth 
be blessed.” Glorious promise. But how 
it will be performed according to the ideas 
given by Mr. N. remains for him to prove, 
which we trust. he will do, when, according 

to his promise in his sermon, he proves, that 
*“soch asare not brought to the knowledge 

«of the truth in this world,” (or age) * will 
not be in another.” 

In page 18, this question is asked; “ If 
we mean the promise includes preservation 
from future evil, what ts the evidence pro- 
duced to substantiate the assertion!” We 

not recollect. exactly the evidence we 
then gave, nor do we expect now to give any 
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which will be satisfactory to him in his pres- 
ent state of of mind: yet we believe, should 
the same power be applied to him which 
opened the eyes of the servant of the proph-. 
et, when full of fearful apprehensions on ac- 
count of the hosts of enemies which sur- 
rounded him, when he was enabled to 
see the heavenly hosts, which formed a cir-. 
cle between him and his foes in martial ar- 
ray, he exclaims in rapture, “ There are 
more for us than against us ;” and this. re- 
moved his fears, though it did not add an 
individual te the shining armies, he would 
then no longer be at a loss for evidence of 
the fulfilment of this promise. The apostle 
of the Gentiles we now produce for evidence 
in this case, which we think conclusive. It. 
is recorded in his 11th chapter to the Ro- 
inans, which we recommend the readéfita 
examine with care. It will there be seem: 
by the apostolic arguments, that after the. 
various dispensations of providence, respect~_ 
ing the Jews, such as blindness in part hap- 
pening to them, &c. yet it all ‘ends in the 
restoration of both Jew and Gentile. The 
Gentiles, 7¢ seems, obtained mercy through 
the partial unbelief of the Jews, aad, through 
the same mercy, the blinded, unbelieving 
part of the Jews obtained mercy; even 
those who were then in unbelief, nut agen- 
eration who might exist at some future 
time, (as thought by some) for,such a gen- 
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eration could not then have been consider- 
ed in unbelief. verse 31—32. “ Even so 
have these now not believed that through 
your mercy ¢hey also might obtain mercy, 
for God hath concluded ¢hem all in unbelief 
that he might have mercy upon all.” This is 
one evidence for our believing every particle 
of human nature will be saved from sin and 
sorrow, because, it is also said in the same 
chapter, verses 26—27. “ The deliverer shall 
come to Zion, and turn away ungodlines 
from Jacob ; for this is my covenant unto 
them when I shall take away their sins.” 
We could produce the testimony of all 
** God’s holy prophets” as evidences to 
support this truth ; but, (as before noticed) 
it would be of no avail till the veil is remov- 
ed. We pass to page 22, considering the ob- 
servations we have just made, to bea full 
answer to all objections in the intervening 
pages : wishing as much as possible to avoid 
_,Yepetition, as we find the same objections 
are frequently repeated by Mr. N. in differ- 
ent ways, and his main objection to the 
promises being fulfilled, or bis principal ev- 
idence to prove eternal ‘ebellion, appears to 
be because he doth not now see all things 
reconciled to God Here we are ranked 
with devils: it is said that our faith is no 
better than that of devils: we believe lies 
Butrthis we mayexpect. But where 
did he ever read of the devils believing God 
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to be tise saviour !. The devils aré’said to 
believe and tremble, and perhaps they be- 
lieve the truth too, and the same Mr. N 
would have a part of mankind to believe, viz. 
That God was not their saviour; tbat they 
Were not given to Christ, but were fore-or- 
dained to be subjects of never-ending tor- 
ment. But would this truth, if beleved, 
“make them free!” Assuredly not; and 
consequently, was not the truth preached 
by Christ and his apostles. He also con- 
cludes (no doubt according to his own feel- 
ings) that the belief of universal salvation is _ 
not accompanied with love or any other 
Christian virtue; but had he ever felt a 
spark of that divine flame, which animated 
the breast-of the christian poet, Dr. Watts, 
he would have had a different idea ; for that 
great man, (though sometimes a partialist) 
exclaims in one of his songs, , 


“ Tf all the world my Saviour knew, x 
Then all the world would love him too.’? 


We can hardly believe the gentleman 


‘well considered the idea advanced in page 


23. The slander is not pointed at us, but 
(with reverence be it spoken) at the moral 
character of God, as being at variance with 


_his own comimands ; and itis considered as 


acrime of the deepest dye, to say all the 
commands of God will ever be obeyed, or 
that he ever determined they should ; for in 
that case, “he must be an imperfect being 
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and that in the worst sense.” This is the 
substance of Mr. N’s ideas on this subject, 
which we hope the reader will inspect, and 
see his proofs, which as before, all amount 
to this; That God’s commands are not all 
obeyed in the present world, or he doth not 
‘see them so: Nor do we believe them all to 


_. be fulfilled in this world. But because God 


in bis infinite wisdom, hath suffered a mo- 
meutary delay in the fulfilment of his right- 
eous commands, in order to the accomplish- 
ment of his designs of grace, mercy and 
peace in Christ, even requiring for the time 
being, a disposition in the Jews to crucify 
the Lord of glory ; because this was done 
“* according to the determined counsel and 
foreknowledge of God,” as the method devis- 


ed in the council of his own will for the 


restoration of fallen man; must we then 
charge him with deceit, andsay his com- 
mand will never be obeyed, and that his 


- determination is that they never shall? God 


forbid! Foreven in the case of crucifying 
the Lord of glory, it cannot strictly be con- 
sidered in the way Mr. N. views it; for our 
Saviour’s own words were ; ‘1 lay down my 
life of myself, no man taketh it from me. 
We had much rather conclude according 
to scripture, that, God, viewing the human 
nature in Christ their head, sees all his com- 
mands obeyed. In which view, he ‘+ sees 
no iniquity in Jacob, or perverseness.in Is- 
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rael ;” and the apostle of the Gentiles con- 
sidered himself and his brethren as * com- 
plete in him, not having on their own right- 
eousness, but his :” and in this sense, he 
now sees his holy law completely fulfilled ; 
and we trust, we firmly trust, that through 


his resurrection power it will, in due time, be - 


verfectly obeyed in every individual of the 
human race ; for Christ hath declared, “ one 
jot or tittle of the Jaw shall not fail, but all 
be fulfilled.” Heaven and earth shall pass 
away, but my word” for command] * shall 
not pass away.” And as “(od was in 
Christ, reconciling the world to himself,” 
what reason can be given why the glorious 
work will not be accomplished ? 

We will now produce a few evidences in 
proof of what we have advanced. Psalm exi. 
7,“ The works of his hands are verity and 
judgment, all his commandments are sure.” 
Psalm exix. 86, “ All thy commandments 
are faithful.’ He commands the raging 
winds and the sea and they obey him, and 
will he be outdone by the raging passions 
of men. We trust not, and we are willing 
to bear the reproach (if it is such) of darin 
-to say, that we fully believe that God’ dé- 
signs or determines to inforce all his com- 
mands ; and this we think we can do, with- 
out considering him as an imperfect being, 
Mr. Norton’s arguments to the mee not- 
VOL. 2  K2 
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withstanding, but otherwise we think he 
must be imperfect indeed. 

We pass to p. 27, where we are called on 
to answer a question, viz. “If men are not 
righteous as ten, are they so as beasts, birds 
orcreeping things.” Laving aside every 
thing which may appear trifling on su solemn 
an occasion, we answer, that to be consid: «- 
ed righteous in the sight of God, we must 
not be so as men, “ angels, beasts, birds or 
creeping things ;” but we must be “ righ- 
teous as God is righteous ;” we must be * ho- 
Jy as he is holy ; and perfect as our Father in 
heaven is perfect.” ‘That there is a distinc- 
tion throughout the Bible between men, as 
righteous and wicked, cannot be denied ; 
yet it can only be comparatively so. For 
instance, Noah, Lot, Abraham and Job, 
though called righteous in scripture, can 
only be considered so, in comparison with 
those with whom they lived. Butwho will 
pretend to say, they were strictly so, after 
reading all that is recorded of them. Hear 
the confession of one of them, from his own 
mouth, when in the presence of infinite pu- 
rity : “ Behold L am vile, what shall I ans- 
-wer thee ; I have heard of thee by the heare 
Ing of the ear, but now my eye seeth thee, 
_therefore | abhor myself and repent io dust 
andashes.” So we trust it will be with the 
-best of men in our day, (however righteous 
they may imagine themselves to be) when 
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admitted into the presence of spotless puri- 
ty. 
Ot page 30, Mr. N. seems ina sneering 
way to acknowledge an obligation to us for 
telling him and his brethren what they so 
well knew before ; viz. ‘‘ that believing the 
earth to be a globe, their belief did not 
inake it so: Or believing the sun to be a 
fountain of light and heat, that belief did not 
create those qualities ta the sun.” We are 
very glad we are so well understood in this 
instance, and that itis so well known by 
those gentlemen. Yet, strange as it may 
appear, Mr. N. as well as all otier partialists, 
will argue quite the reverse; and if they so 
well know it, so much more the pity. How 
often do we hear such preachers calling on 
all in reach of their voice, to“ repent and 
believe the gospel,” and urge this as a duty 
incumbent on all, and threaten them with 
endless misery for noncompliance. 
Unbelief in scripture is certainly consid- 
‘ered asthe worst of crimes, even “ worse 
than the sin of witchcraft ;” and the apostle 
John says, “ he that believeth not hath made 
a liar because he believeth not the 
record, God hath given of his son, and this is 
the record that he hath given us eternal life, 
and that life isin his son’ high 
‘indeed to give God the lie; but ne’ one 
could possibly be guilty of this: by: unbelief, 
if the record was not true as respected them} 


i : 
7 
— 
3 
mf 
— 
4 
€ 
ta 
a 
a 
SEL, 
\ 
|. 
a 
— 
J 
é 
a Wee 
iH 
» 
‘ 
# 
— 


98 THE BEREAN. 


But it is said by some ‘and we expect that 
Mr. N. will say the same,) that the us here 
‘mentioned did not mean the whole fallen 
race, but only a few “chosen out of the 
world ;” This brings our subject again to 
mind, and leads us to inquire, whether it is 
possible such preachers can be im earnest, 
when they call on all to believe the Gospel, 
or “ the record God hath given of his Son,” 
unless they embrace the idea Mr. N. hath 
shewn to be so ridiculous, viz. That those 
poor souls who were not included in the us 
mentioned in the text, and to whom eternal 
life was not given in the Son of God, could 
create that'life by believing. Is not the ab- 
surdity as plain im this case, as it would be 
o affirm that the earth was a plane, yet if 
lieved to bea globe, it would bea globe! 
How often do we find Mr. N. observing, 
that all are called upon to do something, 
which if done, would insure their eternal 
salvation! Can this something be short of 
creating a truth, by doing it, which was not 
true before! We solemnly say then, in the 
fear of God we say it, that ifa poor soul who 
hath not eternal lite given him in the San of 
_God, but was by God’s determination to be a 
‘subject of endless misery, were it possible 
for him to do any thing to secure his eternal 
salvation, it would be creating a truth by that 
‘very deed, which before did not exist. - 


| 
| | 
i 
: 
Wi 
; 
di 
me 
Bib 
& | 
a 
| 
i 
of 
| 
| 
| 


THE BEREAN, 99 


In page 32, the gentleman seems to re- 
create himself on the idea he appears to con- 
ceive, of our not judging by appearances: 
He hath certainly, either wilfully or other- 
Wise, mistaken our idea: We never had an 
idea of white being black, or black white ; 
orthat any thing m nature was not as they 
appear to!lour senses ; but that we should 
not judge of the determinations of God by 
what at present appeared to our natural eyes ; 
nor should we judge of the promises of God 
by our own feelings, or by what we see in 
others. Did we judge of futurity by present 
appearances, the gentleman might well ac- 
cuse us of “ judging without mercy, both 
of his head and heart.” But this is not our 
way of judging: we judge of the grace of 
God “ not according to our works, but ac- 
cording to his rich mercy in Christ Jesus.” 
Indeed were it true that “ he is self-willed, 
puffed up with vain conceit; his fleshly 
mind exalted above measure,” &e. and we 
judging his future state by these appearanc- 
es, we should richly deserve the censure and 
ridicule he hath loaded on us. But as we 
believe Jesus Christ came to save his people | 
from their sins; “ that be himself with us 
will be saved, yet so as by fire ; for the things 
which are seen are temporal, but the things 
which are not seen are eternal;” we wiil 
again state a few scripture evidences in sup- 
port of this manner of judging. As respect- 
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ed Abraham, appearances were against him 
respecting the birth of Isaac, “ but he stag- 
gered not at the promise, but against hope 
believed in hope :” Again, when commanded 
to offer this son for a burnt-offering, appear- 
‘ances were against him; but he was again 
enabled to look “ stedfastly to the promise,” 
and not judge by appearances. Jacob it. 
seems did judge by appearances, when he 
exclaimed, “ all these things are against me:” 
but he judged wrong, for the reverse was 
true. It is said, Sam. xvi. 7. The Lord 
seeth not as man seeth, for man looketh on 
the outward appearance, but God looketh on 
the heart.” John, vii. 24. ‘* Judge not ac- 
cording to appearances, but judge right- 
eous judgment.” 2 Cor. v. 12. “* That ye 
may have somewhat to answer them which 
glory in appearance, but not in_ heart.” 
Again, X. 7. it it is thus written ; “ Do ye 
look on things after the outward appearance ? 
If any man trust to himself that he is Christ’s, 
let him of himself think this again, that as 
he is Christ’s, even so are we Christ’s.” We - 
have here offered afew reasons for our man- 
ner of judging, and whether we deserve the 
ridicule Mr..N. hath treated us with, we 
leave to the reader to judge, especially as 
we have the high authority of our Lord 
himself, which we would feign believe Mr. 
N. did not notice: for we think it more to 
the honour of God, and more to our own 
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peace of mind, to follow the advice of the 
apostle, and judge nothing before the time 
until the Lord come, who shall bring to light 
the hidden things of darkness, and will make 
manifest the counsels of all hearts, and thea’ 
shall every man have praise of God. * 

We acknowledge it is to us a singular ob- 
servation indeed, that righteous men, are in 
a pardoned state, as expressed by Mr. N. 
for this plain reason ; that if any of the hu- 
man race are really so in a strict legal sense 
they need no pardon. We would ask, what 

- are they to be pardoned for! For being 
righteous? No, Mr. N. says, but for bein 
sinners, as they once were, * but that on be- 
coming righteous, or true penitents, their 
sins are forgiven, or they are pardoned ;” 
page 33. But, who made them to differ 
from their fellow sinners of the human race? 
Did they make themselves righteous! Or, 
was it the gift of God, in giving them to see 
that they were sinners, and needed pardon ; 
‘slaying them by the law, as Saul of Tarsus 
was, that they might be made alive by the 
Gospel. Is not this the gift of God, to open 
the eyes of poor sinners, that they may seq __ 
the awful situation in which they are by sin, 
andalso giving them to see, that “ Christ — 
came not to call the righteous, but sinners 

towvepentance ;” “ purifying their hearts by 

» faith:” “that he came to seek and to save 

» that which was /ost.” Luke xix. 10. which 
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Mr. N. seems to take no notice of, but re- 
peatedly asserts that Christ came to save the 
righteous ; which certainly appears to us in 
direct contradiction to the words of Christ 
himself, and the whole divine testimony of 
the Gospel. To be sure, the aw does con- 
demn, and breathe just wrath to all who are 
not entirely conformed to its ‘just require- 
ments, whom, we are bold to say, is the 
whole human family. But blessed be God, 
‘“‘ Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of 
the law, being made a curse for us.” Gal. i, 
13. Now that he came to redeem all the 
human race from the curse of the law, is 
evident from scripture, as we have shewn 
in the first volume of the Berean, No. 6, 
pages 256—262, to which we would refer 
the reader. 

Now when sinners are convinced of these 
truths, and believe the free promise in the 
gospel, ‘ they become heirs of the righteous- 
ness which is by faith ; not in a strict legal 
sense, but “ by grace through faith, and that 
not of themselves, it is the gift of God.” 
Thus are we brought to approve of the doc- 
trine of free grace, and viewing ourselves 
sinners, and still feeling our. characters as 
such, we would look. unto Jesus as the au- 
thor and finisher of our faith, despairing of 
being saved by any of our own works, oi 
by grace alone. “ow those that “ trust in 
themselves that. they are rightcous, and des- 
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“ya others that say, ‘“ stand by thyself, 
. am more holy than thou,” we say are-ig- 
of their own character, and are “ gen- 
Pharisees.” As we are thus explicit, 
wehope Mr. N. will not now say he is “ ut- 
terly at.a loss to conjecture, what ean be its 
meaning or design.” 
| . Now that none are strictly righteous in 
™ themselves, the scripture and universal: ex- 
' perience teaches us; see Psalm, xiv. 3; 
' They are all gone aside, they are: altogeth- 
er become filthy :, there. is none that, doeth — 
good, no, not one.” Quoted by the apostle 
with additions, Romans iii. 9,to 24, “* What 
then! Are we better than they ! No, in no 
wise ; for we have before proved both Jews 
and Gentiles, that. they are all undersin, As 
itis written, there is none righteous, no, not 
one. There is none that understandeth, 
there is none that seeketh after God. They 
are. all gone out of the way, they are togeth- 
er become unprofitable ; there is none that 
doeth good,no not one. Their throat is an. 
Open sepulchre ; with their tongues they 
liave used deceit ; the poison of asps is un- 
der their lips, whose mouth is full of cursin 
and bitterness. Their feet are swift to shed . 
blood. Destruction and misery are in their 
ways ; and the way of peace have they .ot 
') known. There is no fear of God before their. 
> eyes. Now we know that what things so- 


ever the law. saith, it saith to them that are 
VOL. 2. L 
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under the law; that every mouth may be 
stopped, and all the world may become guilty 
before God. Therefore by the deeds of the 
law, there shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight: for by the law is the knowledge of 
sin. But now the righteousness of God 
without the law is manifested, being witnes- 
sed by the law and the prophets ; even the 
righteousness of God, which is by faith of 
Jesus Christ unto all, and upon all them that 
believe ; for there -is no difference : for all 
have sinned, and come short of the glory of 
God ; being justified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Jesus 
Christ,” 
' How explicit is this same apostle in his 
complaint of himself, feeling his want of con- 
_,formity to God’s law; though he was 
~- brought heartily to delight in it, yet he found 
alaw in his members warring against the 
Jaw of his mind, and bringing him into cap- 
tivity to the law of sin that was in his mem- 
bers ; see Romans vii. and many other parts 
of his writings. We certainly find it so in 
all those truly religious characters we have 
been acquainted with, or have read of ; they 
complain of themselves and exalt free grace. 
That there is a difference of character in the 
human race, we have acknowledged in the 
foregoing observations: We now say, we al- 
so believe that there is a difference of circum- 
stances both here and hereafter as to such, 
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that as far as the heart is brought into con- 
forinity to the demands of a righteous, holy 
law; so far the subject is happy, and of 
course, as much as is wanting of that con- 
formity, misery exists; not (as some seem 
to suggest) because God, by an authorita- 
tive. mandate to satisfy some revengeful dis- 
position in himself towards his poor degen- 
erate offspring, has particularly ordered it so, 
but it grows out of the reason and nature of 
things, that rational intelligences, being con- 
formed to this rule of rectitude, are happy, 
but if not, they are miserable, and must of 
course be so aslong as the cause of that mise- 
ry exists. And if it could be proved that sin 
would exist to endless duration,misery would 
also. But our hope is in the mercy and faiths 
fulness of Jehovah to his promise joined with 
his power thatitshallnot. That we have his 
promise to this effect, we will resort to the 
word and testimony. ‘Tobringall from the 
scripture that we might, would be too 
lengthy ; we must therefore only — a 
few as “a specimen.” 1 John ii. 8,“ For 
this purpose the Son of God was onteindd, 
that he might destroy the works of the dev- 
il.” Ifit was his purpose, it is sufficient to , 
satisfy us that it will be destroyed, because 
it is an acknowledged truth that he will cer- 
tainly fulfil his purpose ; see the testimony 
of John the Baptist, Matth. iii. 12, * Whose 
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fan is in his hand, and he will thoroughly 
purge his floor, and gather his wheat into 
the garner ; but‘he will burn up the chaff 
with unquenchable fire.” ‘See also the par- 
able of the tares and the wheat, Matth. xiii. 
80. The éares are said to be “ gathered in 
bundles and burnt,” that is, utter/y consumed. 
Likewise the prophet Malichi, the last chap- 
ter, says ** For behold, the day cometh, that 
shall burn as an oven ; and all they proud, 

ea, and all that do wickedly shall be stub- 
ble; and the day that cometh shall burn 
them up saith the Lord of hosts, and it shall 
leave them neither root nor branch.” Now 
here is the promise of the entire destruc- 
tion of something, either the creature, or 
the evil principle that has contaminated the 
creature ; and as Mr. N. has expressed his 
cisbelief of annihilation, we cannot ste how 
he ‘will evade the plain inference that fol- 
Jows, viz. The destruction of sin, and all its 
consequences,as-expressed in ‘the last cited 
passage. Jor how can it, with propriety, be 
said; that-the wicked shall be burnt up, so as 
to leave them neither root nor branch if they 
are to be doomed to perpetual sin and rebe}- 
lion ? Surely as long as the evil principle re- 
mains, it will take root, and bring forth its 
blasphemous branches. And we would here 
observe, that if we prove, as we think we 
shave to a-demonstration, that sin will not 
exist to endless duration, we prove, of course 
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that misery will not. Again, we have the 

Lord’s promise recorded. in Isaiah Ivil. 16, 

For I will not contend forever, neither will 
I be always wroth ; tor the spirit should fail 
before me,and the souls which | have made.” 
See also Micah vii. 18,19, 20, is aGod 
like untothee, that pardoneth iniquity, and 
passeth by the transgression of the remnant 
of his heritage? He retaineth not his anger 
forever, because he delighteth in merey. He 
will turn again, he will subdue our iniqui- 
ties ; and thou wilt cast all their sinus into 
the depth of the sea. Thou wilt perform 
the truth to Jacob, and the mercy to Abra- 
ham, which thou hast sworn unto our fath- 
ers in the days of old.”’ 

Now the mercy sworn to Abraham, re- 
peated to Isaac and confirmed to Jacob, was, 
that in Abraham and his seed, all the fami- 
lies and nations of the earth should be bles- 
sed, see Gen. xii.3, xviii. 18, xxii. 18, xxviii. 
‘14, and xxvi. 4. Again the Psalmist. re- 
peatedly expresses the same ; thing see ciii, 
9,and elsewhere. Now asit is expressly as- 
serted in these passages that God will not be 
always wroth, and will not contend forever, 
&c. we think it demonstrates the truth we 
are attempting to prove, that sin is to be ex- 
tirpated out of the universe ; because it is 
‘certain that God always was, and peypetual- 
ly is,and will be averse to it,of his own mature 

=) Mecessarily so, for his nature is holy and 
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pure, and must of course contend with im- 
purity and unholiness as long as they exist ; 
therefore we are bold tosay (having these 
promises in our hands) that this “ plant 
which our heavenly Father has not planted, 
will be rooted up,” and, as one. expresses it 
**'sin as a bird of time, and God will wring 
jts neck.” 
* Mr. N. page 34, inquires, “ What conclu- 
‘gions, my brethren, does your pastor take 
for granted !” We will here, in answer to his 
‘question, inform him the conc/usitons to 
which we allude are, that thte wicked being 
 *urned into hell are to remain of that charac- 
‘ter, and consequent misery to endless dura- 
tion. .We would again assert, that “ we do 
conceive that the scriptures warrant 
€onclusions?” but the contrary, as the 
‘Sages now cited, (we think) abundantly tes- 
1 and we must hold ourselves justified in 
in “‘a-state of hostility to such con- 
~ clusions,” and decide for ourselves, that the 
accusation that he brings against us will 
4urn upon himself ; that is, “ that the prinei- 


pal efforts he makes, are directed against 


‘some of the most nn and interesting 
‘truths of revelation.”* 


The paffage from Haiah vii. 16, which fays; I will 
pot comend forever, &c. is a moft important pr 


_on which we would obferve, that as God has faid, * he 
_ will not contend forever,”” and gives his reafons why he 


“will noty viz. becaufe hirt, 
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In page 34, Mr. N. quotes a passage from 
our address, page 19: ‘ Salvation, we con- 
clude, is not given as a reward to men, ac- 
cording to their works ; forthen every human 
‘being would come short of it: but it isa free 
gift tosinners, condemned sinners, and could 
not be an act of free grace upon ahy other 


principle.” As we do not want to'spend our, 
Aime about words, we should let this partial 


quotation pass unnoticed, but as the prinei+ 
pal words are left out which express the au- 
thority on which we ground our assertion, 
we take the liberty to correct the quotation, 
viz. “Paul, whom we believe to be one of 
the redeemed of the Lord, positively de- 
clares, not by works of righteousness done 

us, but according to his great mercy he 
saved us'’by the washing of regeneration,” &c. 
“ Salvation, therefore we conelude,” &e. 


- Mere certainly Mr. N. has left out the most 


important part of the sentence ; for the ‘way 
he’ states it he introduces us drawing ¢con- 
clusions without authority, which is unfair, 
‘to'say the least of it. But why not easy to 
determine the ideas we mean to convey by 
this passage’? Are they not words ‘easy to 
be understood? Surely, illiterate, unlearned 


and thefoulshe hasmade.’” 


Aand,other frail mortals fay he will contend’ forever; and 
** beat upon the naked foul of man, his vindictive wrath 
fin one eternal ftorm !”” we we Tay who ought we believe, 
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men like us, who know little more than plain 
scripture, cannot puzzle thelearned! But 
Mr. N. seems to be utterly a stranger to the 
doctrine of free grace as a doctrine of Christ 
and his apostles, and charges us with direct- 
ly contiadicting them, because we assert 
what we have here quoted. That a man 
_who has ever known by experience the ex- 
tent of the divine law, in its spirituality set 
home to his conscience, should assert what 
Mr. N. has in accusing us here, is what we 
cannot account for, only from a determina- 
tion to oppose whatever may be said in de- 
fence of the doctrime of the final restoration 
of ali to holiness and consequent happiness. 
If any of us should ask him, if he expected 
to besaved ! he would no doubt answer in 
the affirmative : should we continue our in- 
quiry, and ask him how! we really think he 
would not say as he has here suggested, that 
he expected to be saved by his own works. 
~ Wewish Mr. N. would think of this, and 
‘consider what he has said, whether he can 
justify himself according to his owa_princi- 
pies, in thus.accusing us as he does,.of con- 
tradicting Christ and his apostles. How- 
ever, we will try to help bis determination in 
understanding us, by boldly telling him in as 

lain werds as we can what we mean. We 

elieve that salvation is free, without the 
‘works of the creature; and for our belief we 
‘have the authority of scripture, and, the ex- 
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petience of all true Christians. ‘See the 
apostle Paul’s writings. It seems as if he 8 
used all the energy he was possessed of, to i . 
preach free grace to guilty mortals. In his 
epistles to the Galatians, Phillippians, and ee 
Ephesians, i ii. 8, 9. with many other: passages ~ 
ofthe like import. See likewise the old tes- 
tament witness, the Psalmist, xl. 3. * He 
brought me up also out ofan. horrible pit,.out la 
of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a 
vock, and established my goings. And he in 
hath put a new song in my mouth, even — 
praise unto our God,” Here\(we think) 
Is a just representation of a sinner under 
conviction: what can a person do who is 
sinking in mire! If he attempts to take one 
foot out, the other having the whole weight ’ 
of his body, will sink the deeper, and thus- i 


Without help out of Aimse/f must perish, 
The Psalmist seems to represent his situa- t 
tion thus, and the Lord as ézimging him out 


ofit. Also in Ezekiel, xvi. under the | 
similitude of a wretched infant, is represent 
ed God’s Jove and goodness to Jerusalem 
in very strong figures, and their monstrous 
ingratitude and dreadful rebellion : notwith= 
standing which, God promises his grace and 
mercy to them, and that he -will be pacified 
toward them for all that they had done. Pi iM 
The 36ta chapter also is full of gractou ee 
promises to that people, and not on account — 
of their good works; see the 22d verses 
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** Therefore say unto the house of Israel, 
Thus saith the Lord God ; I do not this for 
your sakes, O house of Israel, but for mine 
holy name’s sake, which ye have profaned 
among the heathen, whither ye went.” 
Likewise 32d verse ; ** Not for your sakes do 
I this, saith the Lord God, be it known un- 
to you ; be ashamed and confounded for 
ee own ways, O house of Israel.” How 
autiful is this grace represented in Isaiah 
xliii. 22—-25. After representing their sins 
and ingratitude, the Lord says, without any 
condition required, or pre-requisite whatev- 
er, “I, even I, am he that blotteth out thy 
transgressions for mine own sake, and will 
not remember thy sins.” See it also repre- 
sented in the prophecy of Hosea, almost 
. through his whole book. Some may say, 
. true, these are free promises, but they are 
only to the children of Israel, that is to God’s 
ancient people, and now to all true Israelites, 
**'For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, 
but he,is a Jew who is one inwardly, and 
¢ circumcision is that of the heart,’ &c. To 
* which-we would answer : ; Be these promises 
to whom they may, they are free and uncon- 
ditional, and that is the point we are upon 
now, to prove that salvation is free, without 
_the works of the creature, and that it is 
‘AGor $ prerogative to bestow ; and to defend 
‘ourselves from the illiberal suggestions of 
Mr. N. “ that we, in words, directly con- 
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tradict the declarations of our Saviour and 
his apostles. But though these promises 
were originally given to the Israelites, still 
we think the promises of the gospel are con- 
tained in them, which is “ good tidings of 
“we joy, which shail be to all people.” 
uke 11.10. See also, Isaiah xlix. 6. “ And 
he said, It is a light thing that thou should- 
est be my servant to raise up the tribes of 
Jacob, and to restore the preserved of Israel. 
} 1 will alsogive thee fora light to theGentiles, 
F that thou mayest, be my salvation unto the 
— end of the earth.” The same idea is expres- 
p sed by Simeon, recorded in Luke ii. 32, A 
©6light to lighten the Gentiles, and the glory 
of thy people Israel.” Our Lord repeatedly 
declared, (as expressed before} that he came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners to re-_ 
pentance: not those who are already in a 
state of newness of life, or ‘rue Israelites, but 
those who were sinners; and for this he was 
found fault with by the Pharisees: “ This - 
man (say they) receiveth sinners and eateth 
with them.” And we think Mr. N. would 
™ do well to examine whether he does not 
F) possess too much ofthe same spirit which 
| mduced them thus to accuse him ; for this 
very thing, that is the glory of his character 
as a Saviour, who, like a good shepherd, leav 
eththe ninety and nine sheep, who went not 
| astray, and goeth to seek the one that did 
§ §0 astray, and when he findeth it, he layeth 
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it on. his shoulder rejoicing, and bringeth. it 
safe home ; not waiting till the poor wander. 
er cometh to him, but goeth where the poor 
creature had strayed ; and when he findeth 
it, he doth not prescribe conditions to be 
complied with, and he will bestow his favor, 
but: he himself taketh it on his shoulder and 
bringeth it home safe and sound. 

_ The same thing is represented in the 37th 
chapter of Ezekiel, by the valley that was 
full of dry bones, which were brought up to 
life by the power of God, without any ex- 
ertions of their own, as it is impossible that 
very dry bones could raise themselves to 
life. And God himself said, “ these bones 
are the whole house of Israel.” But it 
would be in vain for us to bring all the scrip- 
ture testimony to this point,for the Bible a- 
bounds with them.: we would therefore re- 


commend to that, as the source of consola- 


tion to poor guilty mortals, who feel their 
wretchedness and guilt, ar¢ pant for pardon, 


free favour. 


“These scripture testimonies, with many 


others, compe! us still to conclude that sa! va- 


tion is the free gift of God. Itis true there 


are texts which speak of a salvation by 
works, or rewards for works done by mortals, 


- but what shall we say to these things! Is 


scripture to be set in opposition against itself? 
Is it not best to reconcile them? Is it not 


plain when rewards are mentioned, that .it 
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must mean the consequent happiness arising | 
from the testimony of a good conscience, 
having done in some measure our duty ; or 
the “peace produced by believing! ‘For 

this is the work of God, that ye believe on 

bim whom he hath sent.” John, vi. 29. 
That is, the reward for works is a present sal-. 
vation, or peace of mind: out the everlast- 

ing salvation from sin and alts consequene- 

es, is the free, unmerited favour of God; 
without avy of our works. Thus we can 

seek scripture, harmonize, and rejoice in such 
a divine testimony. 

Mr. N. seems to speak a little of free grace 
in these words; “Aithough you willexplode 
the doctrine of merit on the part of men, 
however eminent they may be for works of 
tighteousness, and ascribe their salvation 
wholly to grace, yet you will notrenounce — 
the gracious rewards to the righteous. Now” 
can you with any propriety believe with the 
Bereans that salvation is a gift bestowed. on 
condemned sinners, but upon such sinners 
Only as through the mercy of God are freed: 
from condemnation, or rea) saints.; * for there. 
is nO condemnation to them which are in? 
Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh 
but after the spirit.’ Nor can you have any. 
consistent ideas of free grace upon any other 
principles, while the Berean doctrine of fired 
§race goes apparently to destroy all distinc- 
tion in the moral characters of men, and to | 
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introdtice into the “heavenly world, “ dogs, 
and sorcerers, Whorémon gers, publican 3 and 
&é.° 
Me: séems” td be’ alware, did 
not say ‘something: about’ free’ grace he 
would'be accused of renouncing it altogeth- 
er, op not “believing th it'at all. Bur’ how 
awkwart?! Ffe just says in the beginning of 
the“quotation, you wifl explode the 
trine of inerit, and’ ascribe salvation wholly 
to grace,” &c. But, as if'it was a disagreea- 
blethéme; he ‘seems to mix the dosttind of 
gracious rewards to the righteous with it. It 
seems to us he is not consistent with him- 
self, tovaccuse us of contradicting Christ, be- 
causé we beliéve'in it, and then ackinow!l- 
edge! it ‘himself, and' then’ again fly from. it 
‘thing either’ afraid, or not inclin- 
eth to dwell updn.” In respect to the gift be- 
bestowed of conden ned sinners, we think 
Al But as Mr:N Says 
sinners are freed from ‘condeuination 
atid ‘iad t8, this we bélieve | and trust,as: 
Christ effect this fre to “ALL 
who dre ‘astray (Isaiah liii. 5.) he will 
fitialfy: this glorious’ as be- 
fore "We would’ ‘again | ‘Suggest: 
cofdem bul! the gos- 
Saved? FROM sill, (hat i is thes 


{ 
At 
| 
ail 
; 
| 
: 
4 | ie 
We 
; 
4 
Bad 
ii) 
f 
i 
{ 


THE BEREAN. ‘117 


-tbat.the, doctrine of free professed 
to destroy.abl distinctions nthe 
amoral chajaeter, of men,” and introduce vile 
characters into the heavenly word. We be- 
eveuno.such thing ;.as_is plain, by whatme 
have here asserted, and: it was). sucht wfalse 
_aspersions, of us, aud those who believe-with 
us, that induced us (as as we 
-are) to attempt, at least, a feeble defence of 
‘truth, and our own characters in this.public 
Manner. It is true we believe our Lord said 
true, when he. asserted that publicans and 
#harlots entered. into the kingdom. ¢f; God, 
before the. Scribes; and Pharisees, , who 
thought themselves righteous, and those vile 
Corinthians mentioned by the apestle 1 
Epistle vi, 9, 10, 11 ; When washed, 
tified and sanctified in the name ofthe Lord 
Jesus, and by the spirit of ourGod.”’.. Then 
they are ‘‘ made meet to be partakers of the 
inheritance of the, saints in light,” and we 
trust willbe received .to the .mansions of 
bliss, to sing the song of Moses and the 
» In page 35, Mr. N. has accused us of 
partially; and incorrectly quoting” scrip- 
ture, because we have expressed some things - 
contained therein. without stating them: in 
ithe precise words as they stand, and savs, 
there is not only a verda/ difference 
between them, but in some of them, atleast, 
avery considerable difference meuning.” 
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-We-have again examined them and find no 
such difference ; we are exceedingly aston- 
_ ished that a man, who has the least regard to 

truth should express himselfso. But how- 

ever, as the Bible is open, for the perisat of 
 all-who will take the trouble to read our ad- 
‘ dress and his remarks ; we therefore cheerful- 
ly leave it tothe judgment of the candid, 
and our own innocence of the charge, to the 
searcher of hearts. 

To page 36, Mr. N. says, “ Another rea- 
son for their disbelief of the doctrine of end- 
. jess misery, they derive from John iii. 17.” 
«Very well ; and so it is, and we think we 
_ have good ‘reason for it, whatever Mr. N. 
say'to the contrary, notwithstanding, 
-for if ** God sent not his son into the world 
‘to condemn the world, but that the worid 
~. ghrough him might be saved,” then it fol- 
lows, ‘that: the world will be saved, for (as be- 
+ fore expressed) he will not be frustrated in 
his purpose. But it seems Mr. N. has wade 
-a ‘mighty discovery indeed that “ all umbe- 
~ lievers were already in a state of condemaa- 
fion but who denies this! Does it follow 
because the world in general believe not, 
that they-never will believe, and of course, 
-frever receive the blessing ! And here Mr. 
Nv. asserts that we conelude, “ that none of 

mankind will eternally perish, but alf will 
have everlasting life, although they neglect 
the condition by which it is to be obtained ! 
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Their argument in brief, says be) seems to 
be this: since believers in Christ will be 
everlastingly saved, unbelievers will not ev- 
erlastingly perish { tow pertinent and forc- 
iblevis this, reasoning !” Our feelings age ex- 
tremely hurt at such assertions |: Could be 
suppose nobody would find bim out in, such 
» calumny, to bring us before the public ia 
such, a manner, as asserting such. things 
which we utterly deny true, we,say 
eH will be saved, because: God has promised 
; but we do not say that unbelievers will 
ce saved. while in their unbelief, but, (we a- 
gain repeat) as God has. promised, be, will 
petform, and faith. is, his to bestow, and 
_when his time is.come he will destroy “this 
face of the covering, cast over all people and 
the veil that.is spread. over all nations,” this 
_ unbelief shall be, destroyed and then, they 
_ shallall be taught of God,as expressed by our 
Lord himself. 
Mr. N. seems to, plume. himself on the 
_word might; that is,as we understand him, 
_ the plan is not.a fixed, unalterable one, but 
only a kind of possibility, if we will perform - 
the condition; but if not, then we must per- 
ish, notwithstanding the good design of Je- 
hovah towards us, But,we confess we have 
not so learned, Chgist.. We will. take the 
liberty. here.to intreduce a passage, that. con- 
yeys, the full, idea, without this word. 


Romans y.18,3 __kherefore, as. by 
“VOL. 2 M2 
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the offence of one judgment came upon ait 
men to condemnation, Even so by the 
righteousness of one, the free gift came up- 
on-all men to justification of © 
But, however, we suppose the ingenuity 
of man joined with a particular inveteracy 
against the doctrine, will find some way to 
evade its force, we leave this for Mr. N. to 
turn or pervert as he pleases, but we rejoice 
that we are not obliged to subscribe to his 
creed, nor to resort to such pitiful evasions 
to defend what we esteemtruth. 
_In page 37, Mr. N. charges us with par- 
tial quoting, because there are some words 
left out in the passage we bring ftom the 
78th’ Psalm: whether by mistake, or other- 
‘wise, we think it of little consequence ; but 
‘this we will say, there is no intention in us 
to deceive, and any body who will take the 
trouble to compare our quotation and the 
- text, may easily see there is not the least 
alteration im the sense conveyed. We have 
~>~-eerttainly not the least temptation to put any 
false gloss upon scripture, but we only want 
_ *té&let it have its natural, honest meaning, 
we and truth will break out with refulgent beau- 
ty and glory from it ; and if we did not from 
our hearts, think that the universal doctrine 
was Contaimed in it, we would not advocate 
it’; but believing as we do, that this is the 
doctrine of the bible, if any passages seem 
to militate against it, (which weacknowledge 
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there are) yet we will not.shrink from a can. 


did examination, choosing hooestly to 
fess that we do not understand a passage, 
than to resort to any unfair, or dishonourable 
‘means to elude its natural force. As ouc 
object in the address was to prove, that the 
doctrine preached by Mr. N. iv his discourse, 
was unscriptural, this passage was brought 
to shew that God was fall of compassion, and 
did forgive even hypocritical, forgeting, and. 
ungrateful Israel ; at the close of which we. 
say, ** Nor is this a solitary case: the scrip- 
tures abound with similar proofs of thé divine 
mercy, and benignity of character ;” on 
which Mr. N. is pleased to put his own gloss, 
and with an air of triumph, ironically to ex- 
claim, “ an’ improvement. in logic, and the. 
art of reasoning ! 1” However, we are willip 
to leave to the candid public, whether, it. ie 
not common sense, and if we have niet. 
grounded our assertions upon just premises? 
In ‘page 39, Mr. N. has introduced a pag. 
sage from pages 23 and 24 of our address, 
which he partially quotes, and makes very. 
severe and unjust remarks, stating that we 


are void of all ingenuous shame for 


what we do, triomphantly exclaiming itt the. 
close, “* how wondrous, how passing strange i 

this !”’ In order for the reader to have a just 
idea of the subject, he ought to exatine 
both productions, and then he can judge 
whiether Mr. cai on aby principle Be just- 
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ified insuch severity; evenadmitting we were 
thistaken in our ideas, (for to err is 
Bat however, to give good reason for what 
'we have said, we will advert to the before- 
mentioned passage in: Ezekiel, xvi. 60—63, 
“where the Lord says, evertheless,| will re- 
“member my-covenant with thee in the days of 
‘thy youth, and I willestablish unto theean ev- 
“erlasting covenant. Then thou. shalt remem- 
ber thy ways,and be ashamed when thou shalt 
Seceive thy sister, thine elder and thy young- 
er; and i will give them unto thee for 
daughters, but not by thy covenant. And 
J will establish, my covenant with thee, and 
thou shalt know. that lam the. Lerd ; that 
‘thou’ mayest remember, and be confounded, 
‘aud. never: open, thy mouth any more because 
of. thy shane, when Lam pacified towards 
~ thee for all that thou hast;done,saith theLord 
~ God.” Again, XXXVI. 31, 32, after a host of 
gracious promises, he says, ‘‘ Then shall ye 
remember your own evil ways, and your own 
‘doings that. were not good, and. shall loath 
in your own sight for your iniqui- 
ties, and for your abominations. Not. for 
Yoursakes do | this, saith the Lord God, be 
it Kpown: unto you ; be ashamed and. con- 
founded for your own ways, O house of Is- 
yael.” Remark; these exhortations by God 
‘himself to the house ef israel, was for them 
to, be : ashamed and confounded, and to loath 


themigelves | for all their evil ways, even 
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after he was pacified toward them, as ex press- 
~ ed iu one passage ; andin the other, after tre 
had given them a new heart and right spirit, 
and cleansed them from all their fiithiness 
-and idolatry, and caused them to walk in his 
‘Statute, and keep his judgments and do them. 
'Here’ we think is the very thing expressed 
by Jehovah himself, that was suggested fn. 
that part of our address alluded to,with which 
_Mr.N.is so much astonished,expressing him- 
_self in such pointed terms; we may with pro- 
expect he will not exclaim at what tlie 
rd says, as he las at out expresstons. 
But he thinks these characters ‘cannot sing 
new song, because none ean tearn 
but the hundred and forty four thousand, 
-which were redeemed from the earth, re- 
deemed from among men,being the first fruits 


‘unto God and the Lamb.” Rev. xiv. 3, 4. . 


‘Bat is it possible that he is so ignorant of 
‘the propriety of language, as to st. ppase that 


the first fruits are the only fruits? that'none 


will enter into the kingdom of heaven bit 
those who enter in first! Christ says,- ‘Matt. 
xix. 30. “* But many that are’ first *stiall 

last, and the iast shall be first :” He does net. 


say, there are first that shall never enter of | 


and there are last that shall enter i, and’ 
‘eujoy the blessing; but his words are, the’ 
fiat shall be last, and the Jast first: so here 
the hundred and forty four thousand, which 
were redeemed from the. earth, were the 
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fr suits anto Ged and the Lamb,. Plainly 
signitying there were others to follow; whic 
indeed is positively, expressed im chapter vii, 
where this number is first mentioned. After 

relating their being sealed, the divine says, 

After.this [ beheld, and jo a great multi- 

tude, which ‘ne man could number; of all 

nations. and kindreds, and people and 
tongnes, stood before the throne, and before 
the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and 

_palms.in their hands: And cried with a loud 

-Yeice,; saying, salvation to our God, which 

‘sitteth upon, the throne, and unto,the 
Lamb,” &c. see verse 9... Paul also,, Rom. 
\Sii, 46, says, “if the frst be holy, the 
isalso holy.” 

-We.would hereex press our astonishment 
at the disposition discovered in Mr. N.. and 
others who-defend the doctrine of endless 
umisery to‘exult, when they fancy they have 
,overcome with their arguments their antago- 
mists». For, let a serious mind fora moment 
-Feflect what they prove if their fancies are 


vealized, via, the perpetual and never-ending 
enmity, rebellion and consequent misery ot 


some, \yea, according to common received 
- opinion, by far the greater part of the human 
“race, for: af, none. will -be finally happy but 
those who.ate brought to an experimental u- 


ion to Jesus Christin this life, there will be 


-@ pitifulmumber saved indeed. Leta critical 
observer eXamine and take a view of man- 
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“kind in general, and he ‘must with pain ac- 
knowledge that, but few pay any attention” 
to religion’ at ‘all, atid of those who do, but a 


small’ part ate realty’ acquainted with its 


tal principle; of course (according to this hy- 
pothesis; must burn ip endless fire, whether, 
corporeal or mental, it matters not ; for, 
cording. to the common representation, it 
must'be most exquisite torment ; the very 
thought, is repugnant to theChiistian’ s best 
feelings. “We think if a person | ossessed 
the least spark of love for ‘his fell. crea-. 
tures, he would desire at least, that it Ynight | 
be consistent with God’s plan to restore the 
whole, thongh he thereby should be frus- 
trated in his argument: but these persons 
seem to discover too much of the disposition, 
of Jonah,; rather Nineveh that .great city’ 
should bedéstroyed than they fail of victory. | 
But it seems they harden themselves. sig 
all benevolence, for it has been asserted 
some, that when the final sentence wilf He: 
ptonounced of “ depart ye cursedj” that, the: 
believing husband will rejoiceat the endless. 
misery . of the unbelieving wife, and: the bew> 
lieving wife: will rejoice at the endless dest’ 
trirction “of the unbelieving Husband; the; 
parents the children, and the children a 
parents ; all the endearing connexigigaenere: 
befow> triuinph in the tormenty heir 
respective’ friends, thus heaverts to. be. 


pa 


’ ony 
} 
4 
: 
i 
2 
f 
123 
4 
> 
4 
t 
j 
at 
. 
— 
| 
hae 
é 


126 THE BEREAN. 


made up of malevolent beings hardened a- 
gainst all sympathy.”* 

Mr. N. continuing his remarks refers 
our request that he should be inquired Ss 
_ respecting the original word translated 
nation in the passage he quotes from John 
v. 99, whether it was-not the same as in 
some passages is rendered condeniation, and . 
others judgment ; diverting bimself with. bis. 
ungenerous observations on us as “ unlearn-. 
ed gentlemen intermeddling with know ledge 


with whiéh we appeared to be entirely des-. 
titute.” 


It is true we are not acquainted with the 
. Greek language and boast not ofa liberal ed-. 


* Many ‘people (even among those who believe the 
doctrine of endless misery,) explode this as a most 
¥readful idea; but we think it is because they have 
not thoroughly investigated the subject ; because there 
cannot be perfect happiness without jerfect acquies- 
cence in the divine government, and if it is the divine 
pleasure to make millions infinitively miserable for the 
general good, whoever is admitted to the mansions of 
bliss, must rejoice in whatever God’s will is, or they 
cannot be happy ; of course they must (according to 
this supposition,) rejoice in the endless destruction of 
all-that are doomed to it. But the truth of the matter 
is, the doctrine, is false, and cannot be admitted ; for 
all who are perfectly happy, must be made go by being 

brought into a state of perfect conformity to God’s law, 
which is universal benevolence, and of seeing all intel- 
ligent Creation in. the same state ; and heppihess can- 
not be.enjoyed , perfectly by rational intelligences (in. 
the very reason and nature of things,) upon any other 
system. 


| 
| | 
| 
} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
4 
| 
4 
| 
<4 
¥ 
li 
id 
3 
| 
| 


THE BEREAN. 127. 


ucation, but we think we have a right to 
‘use the little common sense the author of 
our existence has endowed us with, and 
that we will do; and, having a revelation from 
God in our hands which has come through 
different languages to us, and there are some 
passages which appear to us not altogether 
Consistent with others, our reason teaches 
us not to reject it, and say it cannot be what 
it has the name of, and therefore it was prop- 
er for us to “ intermeddle with knowledge 
of which we appeared entirely destitute ;” 
and by the means of such as were acquainted 
with the original Greek, come to an explana- 
tion of what appeared difficult before ; and 
our consciences approve of this procedure, 
Accordingly we have consulted personally 
with some, and with the writings of others; 
part ofthe result of which we will give in 
their own words, viz. ‘** Why the Reverend 
gentleman has answered-so hastily and im- 
perfectly the ‘learned criticisms’ contained in 
your address, he is himself best able to ex- 
plain. In a controversy of this nature, i. e. 
about words, they are certainly indispensible : 
prt it seems from his own confession, that > 

e wishes.to be excused from meddling with 
them. But why would he attempt to an- 
Swer at all! Why not save his character 
from the imputation of shuffling! For you 
cannot acquit him of that imputation, unless 


you could believe ‘that he intermeddled 
VOL. 2. N 
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with knowledge of which he is entirely des- 
titute” And it unfortunately happens for your’ 
charity that his name is accompanied with 
an A.M. Perhaps you will be sorry that his 
kindness in instructing you ‘ unlearned gen- 
tlemen,’ has not produced an effect answer- 
able to so profound a disquisition ; it argues 
indeed great incredulity in you, that you are 
not satisfied with an answer founded un- 
doubtedly on a careful and able investiga- 
tion of the subjeet. You cannot indeed 


doubt the word of a gentleman so perfectly 


conversant in “Original Greek.’ But how- 
however he is desired to explain a_ trifling 
disagreement between his assertion and the 
faet. His assertion is, page 40, ‘The word 


ip John v. 29, translated ddgination, is not 


the same word which is generally translated 


_ by the word condemnation in the New Tes- 


tdment scriptures.’ The fact is, that in our 
common Englisli version, 


Damnation is put fa | Condemnation for Judgment for 

Joun v. 29. KRISISJohn iii. 19. Kripis| Matt. v.21. Krisis 
Mat.xxlii.33. Krisis} v.24. ‘22.  Krisis 
Mark 29. KrisisJames v. 13. Krisis}| xii. 20. Krisis 


Srima|Luke xxii1.40. rima\Jobn ix. 37. Krima 
Row. iii.8.  Krima{t Tim. iii. 6. Kriths/Acts xxiv.25. Krima 
KrimaJamesiii. Krime|! Pet. iv. 17. Krima 
The verb ta be Dann-| ‘T'o be Condemned: be judged 

ed is | 
Mer.xvi 16Krinomai'Luke vi.37Krinomai Ro. xiv.22.Krinomat 
Krinomaiy i. 7.. Krinomai 


Keg “These aré chosen as they stand the first 
otder New Testament, and are 
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such as are the same in all the Greek man- 
uscripts that have been discovered, so that 
no oue can fraine the least objection to them. 
And, lest a hole should be left to creep out 
at, | observe that Kata Krinomai, always 
means to judge agaiiist, and ‘is rendered 
to and tocondemn; consequently the 
nouns Kata Krima, and Kata Krisis, signify 
judg ment against, 
** But he says wore particularly that the 
word in John v. 29, is not the same as that, 
in chapter ii. and in Corinthians. Modesty, 
where is thy blush? Andis this the pastor 
so learned asto despise your humble ques- 
tion ? Is this teacher so ignorant of the’ dis- 
tinction between these words! It appears 
then at length, what he means in t/us in- 
stance by the same word — And for the fu- 
ture lis people will understand him ‘differ- 
ently, when he speaks of a person’ accused 
of stxmeng, and when person accused of 
sia. The word in John v. 29 is Kriseos, 
of judgment, from KRists, judgment. John 
Mi. is KRINETAI, he és gudged, and KEKRI- 
Tar, was prdged before, both from KRiNo- 
am judged. The word in Corinth- 
jans is KRIMA, which is no otherwise differ- 
ent from KRIsis than as /ove is from loving, 
and they all have the same radical meaning.” 
Another friend of whom we have inquir- 
ed, corroborates the above, particularly as to 
the difference between the word with and 
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the word without Kata, which he’represents 
without Kata, and distinctly states the word 
in John v. 29, and iii. 19, the one v. 29, 
rendered by our translation damnation and 
the other (iii. 18, 19} condemnation, both 
one: also, that in 1 Cor. xi. 29 is the same. 
Here are two witnesses from the many that 
might be produced, and is sufficient (accord- 
ing to ancient law) to establish a fact. It is 
tous truly astonishing that Mr. N. (who we 
should hope would not misrepresent) should 
answer our inquiry as he has.in his'remarks, 
so different from the truth, as it appears from 
these witnesses, which any acquainted with 
the Greek may see for themselves. We 
xather suppose he, in the heat of his zeal to 
oppose what he thinks error was induced so 
to express himself. 

-; But it seems Mr. N. has said nothing a- 
bout the passage in } Peter iv. 17, which is 
‘a tacit acknowledgment of the truth of what 
we assert, and is One we inquired about, and 
is most important to our purpose, indeed it 
appears te us conclusive. For example, 
suppose the translators had rendered the 
word in this passage the same as in John v. 
99, then it would read thus, ‘* For the time 
js come that damnation must begin at the 
house of: God: and if it first begin at us, 
what shall the end be of them that obey 
not the gospel of God!” This would be 
shocking to the feelings of every Christian, 
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allowing the word damnation to mean end- 
less misery. © And as we have proved’ the. 
word to be the same, it follows as a certain 
inference, that the condeonnation spoken of. 
is what we meotion in our-address to be 
that conviction necessary to all fallen crea- 
tures, before they are ‘‘ proper subjects of» 
pardon and forgiveness ;” and the original 
word does not mean endless misery ; these 
are “the facts” to which we allude in out 
address ; and. we think, it being plain rea- 
soning, jt needs no great degree of divina- 
tion to understand us. 
We will now advert to the word in the 

original, rendered in our translation everdast-— 

ing, eternal, &c. after premising, that even > 
if the word should be proved:to have the full : 

meaning contended for by some, yet it would» 
notinduce usto give up our hope; for ever: 
then, applying the word to the nature ef the | 
punishment, instead of the duration as res- 
pects the creature, all difficulty subsides, 
and the scripture made Consistent withiitself + 
as was the opinion of Dr. Huntington, and. 
admitted by Dr... Chauney. .But that the» 
word does not have that full force in itself, 
we will appeal to the learned writings of the | 
latter, in his book entitled “ Salvation of alk: 
men.” In page 258, after he had given his » 
reasons for believing thedoctrine of universal. 
salvation, le continues the 


swering objections: he states five texts, viz.) 
‘VOL. 2 N 2 
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Matth. xviii. 8. xxv. 41, 46. Mark, iii. 9g. 
and 2. Thess. i. 9. He says, “ These five 
‘texts, are the only ones in all the New 
Testament, in which the ‘misery of the wick- 
ed is said to be efernal or everlasting, unless 
- we take in those words of Jude, which are 
spoken of the Sodomites “ suffering the 
vengeance of eternal fire,” upon which I 
cannot help making a pause, before | pro- 
ceed, to express my surprise to find the sa- 
cred writers so very sparing in their use of 
this word eternal or everlasting, as refering 
-to.the future torments, upon which ‘such 
vast'stress is laid in the present controversy. 
I expected when I began to collect his part 
of the evidence to set before the reader’s 
view, to have seen the word ‘everlasting 
eonnected with the misery of the next state, 
atdeast in every book of the New Testament, 
-ifnot several times in each book : Whereas, 
upon examination it appears, that by far the 
_ greater part of the: inspired writers have 
never used this word, nor: any other word 
allied to it in sense and meaning, with refer- 
ence to the future torments ; while those 
who have used.it, have very rarely done so. 
It is used ‘but thrice by the evangelist Mat- 
thew; but once by the evangelist Mark, 
and! this in a special case only ; and but 
oace likewise by the apostle Paul, though 
his: Epistles ‘make so considerable apart of 
the New Testament.: tis. not to be met with 
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‘in'the gospels either of Luke or John ; nor 
‘io either of ‘the three Epistles of John. It 
no where occurs in the Epistles of Peter or 
James. And, what is very remarkable, in’ 
the'account we have of the preaching of tlie 
apostles, from place to'place, ‘throughout the 
world, in the book of ‘Acts, there is a total si- 
dence as to their ever having used this word,or 
any other importing that the misery of the 
wicked is end/ess and never ceasing > Allof 
which is very extraordinary, if this isa doc- 
trine of Christianity: Fer, if it really be so, 
it is a most important one; and it canHot 
easily be acconnted for, that the’ inspired 
writers should have so strangely p: it 
over with neglect. It might rather have 
expected, that they should perpetu- 
-ally have insisted ‘on it, and with great” 
solemnity too, and in a great variety of plain 
and indisputable terms: And their omis»’ 
sions upon this head, are a strong presimp- 
tive argument, that they knew nothing of’ 
this doctrine, which has been so vehemently ’ 
pleaded for in these latter days——But, ‘to 
turn to a more direct and particular answer: 
to the objection in this branch of it. (1 
is obvious to remark, that the sub.! 
stantive ain, and its derivative «am, com.’ 
monly translated in the Bible, e/ernity; eter. 
nal, or everlasting, May signify a limited’du-- 
ration, None acquainted - with Greek wilt” 
deny ‘this, because they know, or easily may” 
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know wheneyer they please, that they are. 
-_inrfact often used tn this sense in the sacred. 
writings. A frer other observations, the 

Doctor goes on,: ‘All insist upon, in con- 

sequence of the present remark, is, only. this, ; 
that the word) .translated everlasting, MAY, 

signify a period of time only ; and if it May. 

be construed in this sense, there is not a. 
shadow of an.interference between its con-. 
nection with the punishment of the wicked,, 
and their being jimadly saved. In order to, 
destroy the above evidence, [meaning scrips. 
ture evidence educed of the salvation of all, 

men]ina way, of strict and conclusive rea-, 
soning from this word, it must be shewn,. 
that it not only means an endless duravion,, 
but,that it eannot be understood in any other, 
sense; which, every one who knows any 
thing. of. Greek, knows. to be beside the truth, 
of fact.” 

The Doctor goes on to prove that the. 
original words.are more loose and general in 
their than the English words e¢er-. 
nity and, everlasting, wilich he. does by a. 
great. | number of scripture passages, and ap-, 
propriate arguments from, them.—He says,, 
page 269, (speaking of the mere force of the 
word,) “And the same, may be said with, 
respect to the happiness:of the righteous, and, 
the. miseryof the, wicked; they can neither, 
ofthem be certainly, fixed to this or that. pres, 


cise. duration, whether 
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fimited or unlimited, from the join- 
ing the word «ww; with them; because 
this word signifies a period of ‘duration, 
without taking into its meaning its precise 
length, or determining whether wt is bounded 
or y In order therefore to fix the 
true duration intended by this epithet thus 
applied, we must recur to the nature of the 
subject, or what may be said with reference 
to tin other texts; nor can it, with any 
manner of certainty, be done in any other 
way: Though I would observe here, and 
the observation’ may be worthy’ of special 4q 
notice, if we will confine ourselves to © the u 

mere force-of the word itselfyit' more 
erly means a limited, than an endless, a 


i 
tion ; and for this-very good. reason, becatise, - 
this is, by far, the most frequent of it’ 
the sacred writings ; as any one’ may sot ia 
satisfy himself by the bes: of a. Greek’ “ep 
cordance.” 
Much more: might be brodght! thie 
‘author, but this may suffice for present 
purpose ; but if any one wishesto seé more B 
Yof Doct. C we would refer them to 
thte book itself. 
Another who'has treated: on this 
subject is Mr. Kneeland, in ‘his two discottrs-"* 
es, published at Walpole in 1805, | intitled 
Five Words. Wiig 15th page he observes,. 
it may"Geasked by some, if {hisb. 
word [t@aning the: words rendered in ‘our 
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translation forever and ever, everlasting and 


eternal] is ever to signify an endless dura- 


tion, how shall we distinguish the differ- 
ence ! and how do we know but that it 


ought to ibe understoed so, when appliedite 


the punishment of the wicked. | 

. “ With regard to! the first question, ‘the 
difference must be determined by the nature 
ofthe sentence. As, for instance, when the 
word is connected with God, something 
that is infinite or'endless: in its nature, them 
it, must be constraed in the same way to a 
gree therewith ; or when the word is. cone 
nected with something that is elsewhere ex- 
pressly declared to be endless, it must be un- 


dérstood in like manner. Thus when con- 


Hected with. life, and salvation, we may ua- 


derstand itto mean endless; not because the 


‘word itself means so, but because we ate 
elgewheie told, that ‘Israel shall be saved 
in the Lord, with an everlasting salvation, 
ye shall) not be ashamed nor confounded, 
world (er age) without end.” Isaiah xiv. 
47.» Now shew me..a place, where it says 
that any oneshall.be punished,wor/d without 
- and I will give the matter up at once, 
“ Again, St. Paul, speaking of Melchise-— 
= deniseys, ‘Who is made after the power of 


au endiess life... Hebv-vii. 16. 


,‘* But it may still be aged, whether the 


rendered endiess, 
18 not the same that is in other Places ren 
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dered everlasting or eternal? ¥ answer, nO, 
itis not. Neitheris it any allied to it. But 
it is AcCATALUTOU which signifies indisso~’ 
luble, tivat which cannot be dissolved. 
furthermore, this word is not connected with 
punishment, misery, death, destruetion, or me 
like any where in the Bible.” 
Having produced such. testimonies teed ; 
scripture mn its original languages by the thy 
strumentality of gentlemen acquatnted witlr 
them, as well as ‘in its present translatfon, 
we have good reason to expect that Mf. N. 
will riot say, as he has in his ** remarks” that 
we bring no evidence of our assertions. 
But should he continue to make such sug- 
géstions, we trust the candid reader will 
judge where the truth lies. 
Mr. N. himself, in page 47, has tcknbwtd 
edged “that the word endless is‘tiot’ to be 
found in ‘scripture with application tothe 
punishment of the wicked.” We are ready 
then to inquite,why so tenacious to establish 
it +s a doctrine of those scriptares | Ifthe 
scripture itself does not assert it, why should — 
mortal man strain it to meah more than was 
dtiginally intended by its author? But! it 
seems he would not have admitted this, if he 
had not had an antidote, viz. “that endless 
happiness is not in scripture applied to the 
Wearing of the before-mentionéd | passage, 
Isaiah ‘17? But supposing there should 
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not be, is. there the same facility in believ- 
ing that an infinitely benevolent being would 

make his rational offspring endlessly misera- 
ble, as that he would make them codlagsly 
happy ; wwe, haye often heard such sugges 
tions, and we have been as often filled with, 
astonishment, that ever it should be asserted 
-that-it_ was as likely that God should make 
“his creatures. miserable as that he. would. 
make them happy! He possessing power to. 
form them after his own image, and when 
fallen to restore them to their original recti- 
tude and likeness to himself, which is. the 
way we expect according to his promise, he 
will make them finally happy ; not as Mr. 
N. suggests save unbelievers, but save them 
_by destroying their unbelief and rebellion, 
purifying their-hearts by-faith. 

_ As, to the passage brought from 3d_ Phil. 
by mistake stated to be the 4th chapter, 
That the end of the enemies of the cross of 
~ Christ will be endless destrution, we eave 
for Mr. N. to explain, how an end can be 
endless, and how to reconcile it with that 
which he afterwards justly acknowledges, 
that, the “word endless is not applied in 
cerptune to the punishment of the wicked.” 
in. page 42-44, brings several 

ages from our address, which were intro- 
duced there as, offsets to several passages in 
his discourse, attempting to de away their 
force by his; own assertions. That what 
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Christ says, John vi. 38—40, “That he 
came down from heaven, sot to do his own 
will but his Father's (and what’his Father's 
will is we are informed in 1 Tim. ii. 4: 
« Who will have all men to be saved, and t6 
come unto the knowledge of the truth,”)— 
That he came not to judge, but save the 
world, John xii. 47.—That he came to sé 
and save that which was lost. Luke xix. 10} +® 
Matt. xviii. #1 ; And of all which the Father 
hath given him, he should lose nothing, but 
raise it up at the last day, and his father had 
Noes all things into his hands, John xiii. 3. 


e say, if such testimonies have nothing 6S 
to do with the salvation of all men, we have _ 
misunderstood their natural import. But ; 
we trust that the impartial inquirer will be : a | 
satisfied that the passages-have all the _ 
strength we think they have, whatever Mr. 'e 


N. may say to the contrary. And that the 
design of Christ is to overthrow the devil’s 
kingdom, conquering him and all his efe- 
“abies, totally destroying every vestage of én- 
mity and rebellion out of his creatures, with- 
out destroying their existence ; and that no _ 
power in the universe can frustrate that de- _ 
siga ; of course, all will be made happy by _ 
‘being made holy. 
Ih page 49, Mr.N. says, “ The gentlemen 
call your attention to Ezekiel xvi. and Ho- a 

Sea xili. Xiv. to ‘invalidate your pastor’s 
promise, that he would make it appear, none Gg 
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would €ver come to the knowledge of the 
truth in/the world, to. come.’, They observe, 
that in the chapter. referned to in Ezekiel, 

there is promise of restoration to even Sod- 
em) and Gomorrah ; but as they refer to no 
particular verse or verses in that chapter to 
invalidate my promise, and as | can discov- 
gesothing: in any part of the chapter, which 
has either a favourable or unfavourable as- 
pect on. the promise which 1 made in my 
sermon, I shall. pass the chapter without any 
further notice.” . Is it possible Mr. could 
have read the 16th of Ezekiel, and not have 
discovered the promise of the restoration of 
Sodom and her daughters (meaning, no doubt 
by daughters, Gomorrah, and the cities 
round about,) where, after the abominations 
of | God’s elect, chosen people, are set forth 
ag, oreatly exceeding the abominations of 
Sodom and her daughters, insomuch that 
they are considered as justifying them, it is 
expressly declared in verse 53, as follows: 
“When I shall bring again their captivity, 
the captivity of Sodom and her daughters, 
and the captivity of Samaria, &c. then will I 
bring again the captivity of thy captiyes ia 
the midst of them.” And in verse 55: 
« When thy sisters, Sod..m and her daugh- 
ters shad/ return to their former estate, then 
thou and thy. daughters, shajl return to, your 
former estate.” How these passages could 
possibly have escaped the observation of Mr 
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N. we cannot conceive ; but we hope, for 
the truth sake, he will peruse’ the chapter, 
and we think, by so doing, he'will (it he al- 
lows to be one of God’s holy pro 
phets) be under the neceisety of concluding 
that he prophesied the! trach if so; the he 
must further couctade thatthe péople of 
Sodom and Gomorrah at least: will coate to 
the knowledge of the trath!and be saved 
“in the world to come ;” his: promise to 
prove the coutrary, notwithstanding’ ; for 
surely this return, or of of 
and Gomorrah eatinat: take place. this 
world, (unless they are raised from the dead 
for that purpose and God and 
will, if necessary to the accomplishment !6f 
his purpose) because this return .was not 
prophesied of until after their decease; for 
‘we are informed by Jehovah himsédfcain 
verse 50th of the same chapterss ‘Phere: 
fore | took them away as I saw good ;” And 
we are informed Aow they were takemaway 
in Gen. xix. 24: “Then the Lord ‘rained 
upon Sodom and Gomorrah brimstone ‘and — 

fire from the Lord out of heaven:;” and ‘al 
though these people are thus representéd ‘as 
suffering the vengeance of this fire, whieh 
Jude calls. “ eternal fire” in verse 7 of * his 
epistle: Yet the prophet Ezekiel has ‘esfab- 
lished this truth beyond a doubt in the 
minds of all who believe in God “as the 
scripture hath said,” that they shall not 
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eternally or; endlessly suffer the vengeance 
of this fire: For, saith Jeremiah, “ The pun- 
ishmpnt of the iniquity of the daughter of 
iny people is greater than the punishment of 
the sin of Sodom.” Lam. iv. 6. But wheth- 
er this: can be, and the punishment of So- 
‘dem be endless, the reader will judge. Be- 
sides, we would notice that this fire, &c. 
which was instrumental in taking these un- 
happy. beings out. of this world, descended 
from. the Lord out of heaven,” which neces- 
sarily constitutes. it heavenly fire, conse- 
quently, we conclude that it was intended 
for a héavenly purpose, and not for that. hel- 
lish purpose! which some imagine, for God’s 
‘thoughts from everlasting, were thoughts 
‘Of peace, and not of evil, to bring to an ex- 
pected ehd :” nor can all the means that 
sinful. mortals can, or do make use of, al- 
though ever sO much opposed, 
prevefit that end being brought about which 
God;expected, otherwise God would be dis- 
appointed ; and as “ God is Love,” and un- 
changeable in his nature, he never will in- 
flict any punishment upen his creatures but 
what: will ultimately have a lovely effect ; 
for God never will be “ overcome of evil,” 
but the-will ** overcome all evil with good. 
‘But as Mr. N. can see nothing in: iia be- 
fore cited 16th of Ezekiel, which _ promises 
restoration “ in the world to come,” to a peo- 
ple who were taken out of this world for 
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their abominations,.and of course who di- 
ed in their sins,” we despair of being instru 
mental of removing the vail trom his eves, 
by any thing we can say op the subject, 
But when ‘the face of the covering cast 
over all peoples, and the vail that is spread 
over all nations is destroyed,” which the 
prophet Isaiah declares will be done, * for 
the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it ;” then, 
if not before, Mr.-N. will see the (ruth; for 
thea “ every eye shall see.” 

But we pass to the passage in Hosea xiii, 
14: “ L will ransom them from the power of 
the grave, I will redeem:them from death. 
O death I will be thy »plagues, QO grave I 
will be thy destruction,” &c, Allowing the 
promise or declaration contained in this pas- 
sage ‘ relates to all mankind,” which the 
gentleman does not positively deny, and 


which, according to, his explanation of the 


passage he must admit, “‘ since it is,appoint- 
ed unto all men once to.die,” and the wick- 
ed as well as the good, will be redeemed and 
ransomed from death andthe grave, or mere- 
ly raised ‘from death and the power of the 
‘grave, as Mr. Norton sees fit to explai, it,; 
and when thus redeemed: or ransomedy'a 
part of them, and according to his statement 
an other parts of ‘his. remarks, a very great 

Majority of them are to. be: sent back, mot 
merely into. the whence » they 


‘were ransomed and redeemed, but into an 
VOL. 2 o2 
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eternal, or never dying death, where peace 
and rest can never come. God dishonoring 
thought ! Can this be called.a ransom ! Can 
beings in such circumstances be said to be 
redeemed in any sense of the word ! Would 
the government of any country mock its. 
subjects, when in slavery in a foreign coun- 
try by such a ransom or redemption as a- 
bove described? Surely not. Besides this 
death and grave are to be destroyed, swal- 
lowed up in victory, as Isaiah expresses it, 
xxv. 8,“ The Lord God will wipe away 
tears,” not overely from the faces of the righ- 
teous, but “ from all faces ;” which must in- 
clude the wicked at least, if it does not in- 
tend them exclusively. But, perhaps, it will 
be thought that the second death. spoken of 
yn the scriptures never will be destroyed, and 
consequently, - ‘those on ‘whom the second 
death is. to have power; cannot be partakers 

‘of the grace spoken of by Isaiah. To which 
we'answer—We believe, the death which 
Isaiah prophecies of, as being swallowed up 

Jn victory, includes the second death ; for, 
saith the apostle, 1 Cor. xv. 26, ** The last 
enemy ‘that shall be destroyed is death.” 
But, to leave out the word ¢hat, which is ad- 
ded by the translators, the passage will then 
inform us, that death, the last enemy shall be 

destroyed ; there were a thousand deaths, 
there safely ‘can’ be none remain after the last 

is destroyed, . it is 
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ed, Rev. xxi. 4, that “ there shall be no more 
death, nor sorrow nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain, for the former 
things are passed away,” and we are not left 
to conjecture what new things are to’ take 
place of the old ; for we are informed: that 
there is tobe a new heaven ard a new earth ; 
but we do not any where ‘read of a new 
death, ora new hell being instituted, except 
tn the writings of such mistaken advocates 
of divine revelation as Mr. N. | 
But, to * prove that wicked men in the 
future world ” will not “ come to’the know. 
ledge of the truth and be saved’? Mr. N. 
has quoted that passage in Dahiel, which 
speaks of “ some who shall awake to shame 
and everlasting contempt;” butas thissubject _ 
has already been attended to, we shall not | 
be so particular, but only observe, that if 
the word everlasting is applied im this. pas- 
sage to the duration of the shame and con 
teinpt that some are to meet with in the 
Tesurrection state, it does not necessarily 
follow that'they will endlessly remain in 
that state, for we have already educed abun- 
dance of proof, that the original word}) in 
our Bille translated everlasting, when ap- 
plied to'the® punishment of the wicked, 
never intends endless and the whole tenor 
of the Seriptures forbid us to conclude oth- 
-erwise.' But when the word @verlasi- 


ing’ is: applied, to» God, or his attribbtes, 
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then we must understand it to intend 
endless. Aut it isthought by some, that the 
endless duration of God’s attribute justice, 
is proof positive of the endless punishment 
of the wicked, for taf, they think, is what 
justice requires, and it can be satisfied in no 
other, way: And Mr. N. asserts, that this 
determination in God to destroy the wicked, 
is founded not only in justice, but * in wis- 
dom,aud benevolence,”. but ifsome passag- 
es of Scripture appear to him to convey an 
idea, that (sod has determined to destroy or 
punish the wicked to an_ endless duration, 
(which tdeed no Scripture declares, as al- 
ready proved ;) yet, though 4e may discover 
wisdom in it, how jis it possible he can dis- 
cover benevolence in it! Who among the 
elect of God are so hard-hearted, so void of 
‘compassion, so. destitute of “ natural affec- 
tion,” so base, as to be made happier by the 
sentrast! Oh !. we hope there are none: 
But if there are any so-depraved, will God 
who taketh oo pleasure in the death of the 
wicked bimself, gratify this hellish passion 
in them! Does his justice require it! No, 
but the contrary requires. us to love 
Mercy ;” it requires, us to “ love God and 
our neighbours, our.epemies as. ourselves ;” 
and; justice will never give up its claim, nor 
-will at.ever be satisfied until this takes place. 
-But,jastice will. be satisfied ; All mankind. 
leve amerey, aot only as it respects 
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themselves individually, but as it respects all, 
even their enemies; for they will “ love 
God with all their heart, and their ocigh- 
_ bour as themselves ;” otherwise justice will 
not take place; if not, then it must be for 
want of power in God to execute it, whieh 
none dare avow, and we know it is not for 
want of wil/, for that is expressed in the 
very law itself, viz. “Thou shalt love the 
Lord,” &c. then we conclude, that “ justice 
and judgment are the habitation of his 
throne,” and he can, and “ will do all his 
pleasure,” and that it is evident that pustice 
requires the salvation of all men; for when 
we are brought into the situation above: 
described, then are we completely saved 
from sin, and of course from all its conse~ 
quences ; then shall we know that God is a 
“just God and a Saviour; just, and the 
justifier”? of not only the godly, as Mr. N. 
supposes, but the also. See Ro= 
mans, iv. 5, then shall we know: that 
Christ, who said‘ Lo! | come to do thy 
will my God,” to accomplish this, ‘died, 
the just forthe unjust,” not to invite them, 
or merely to make it possible for them, but 
“to bring them to God.” But we are al- 
most lost in the multitude of evidences 
which crowd upon us to substantiate the - 
promise of God, and invalidate the promise 
of Mr. N. for proving ons disproves the 
other. As tothe word grave in the pas- 
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sage in Hosea; iritending he//, which Mr. N. 
so much ridicules, although we are inform- 
ed by persons well versed in the Hebrew 
language, that thev are synomimous, yet we 
will not insist upon it, but only say, that all 
the hell we have any itlea of, (beside the 
grave,) either here or lereafter, Is a state 
{not a place) of mental suffering, (not corpo- 
real,) and ¢hat¢ as the itnmediate and contin- 
ual consequence of sin ; but when sin is 
destroyed, which we think we have before 
proved will be the case, then will hell, and 
every thing bearing its name, cease forever ; 
then: will be triumphantly exclaimed, “ O 
destruction } ‘thou art come toa perpetual 
end.”’ ' 

But we pass on to the passages next in 
order, which Mr. N. from page 49 to 51 
takes up, and tries very hard to invalidate 
the force of; in order the better to substan- 
tiate his promises; which are contained in 
® Peter ii, 19, 20. “For Christ also 
hath ‘once suffered for sitis, the just for the 
wojust, that he might bring us to God ; be- 
mg put to death in the flesh, but quickened 
by the spirit; by which also he went and 
preached unto the spirits in prison, which 
sometime were disobedient, when once the 
long suffering of tsod waited in the days of 
Noah, while the Ark was preparing,” &c. 
and iv. 5—6. “ Who shal! give account to 
him that is ready to judge the quick and the 
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dead; for,for this cause was theGospel preach~ 

ed to them that are dead, that they might. 
be judged according to men in the flesh, but 

live according to God ia the spirit.” We are: 

glad Mr. N. conceives it possible “ that dee 
parted, disobedient spirits, are capable of in= - 
struction, through the teaching of the spirit 

of truth ; or that they will imprave in knowl+ 

edge after their separation from the body ;? 

for this is all we would wish to prove by, the 

passages last quoted, except to ascertains 

what instruction the spirit of truth by its 

teaching is calculated to convey, and what 
knowledge they will improve in; 
will be attended toin its place. 

But first we will attend briefly.te Mr. N’s 
attempt to invalidate these passages by con- 
tradicting the very face of the letter, which 
we think strange after he has allowed the. 
ey of the spirit or substance of them. 

eing accomplished. Now the apostle Peter 
hath declared (and doubtless by inspiration) 
in, substance, that when Christ was put to 
death in the flesh he was quickened by the 
spirit, by the which (spirit or quickening) 
he went and preached to the spirits.in prison, 
(not in the days of Nuab,) but to those spir- 
its who were sometime drsob-dient in the 
days of Noah. But Mr. N. sees it necess 
sary to contradict Peter by saying that Christ 
did not preach personally to these spirits, 
but only by Noah at the time they were in 
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the body, and when they were disobedient. 
But why he thus evades the apostle’s testi- 
mony, which is so simple that a child may 
understand it, cannot be accounted for in any 
ether way, than-that he is determined to 
make good his own promise, even though it 
makes the testimony ef all God’s witnesses 
false... We would ask Mr. N. how other- 
wise the passage could have been worded, 
better to convey what we say it does, which 
is simply this, viz. That the spirits‘of the 
antidiluvian world, which by reason of the 
deluge had left their bodies, and who,in con- 
sequence of their ignorance of God, when 
they left this world, evidently remained in 
that state of ignorance and suspense, (which 
_knowing theirown characters,would naturally 
gender fear, and “ fear bath torment”) which 
very properly is called a prison, for their 
. mental faculties were completely shut up 
and bound as in a prison, so much so, that 
they could not advance one step in know!l- 
edge, having none to teach them ;’ but were 
_. Jeft in that confined state of darkness° and 
despair, to reflect and ponder upon theirown 
~.. deserts, like the sons of Jacob, exclaiming, 
“We are verily guilty,” until their’ spiritual 
_ brother Joseph (after passing through ‘the 
appointed scenes of humiliation) opens’ their 
prison doors, and makes himself known as 
their brother and Saviour ; (which was not 
done, accoiding to Peter, until after he was 
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put to death ‘in the flesh) and we haven ob- 
jections to Mr: Norton calling this‘prison by © 
the name of hell, for it corresponds with oar 
ideas of hell. 
Mr. N. then concludes his observations 
the passage by saying, “‘’ The preaching 
Christ +) had ho effect ° 
upon antediluvian sitiners in world; 
and nothing but the most daring’ 
tion would infer that it willever be effectual: . 
to their amendment and salvation in the’ 
world to come” 
‘But, if Mr. Norton: calls it “ 
_ sumption” to infer that the preaching ‘of 
. Christ, will. be effectual to the amendment | 
and salvation of departed spirits in the world © 
to come ; because his preaching in this 
world had not. that effect, then we will con- 
tinue to presume, that it will have such ef 
fect; and that for the very reason he urges » 
against it: for to say, as does Mr, N.’ that’ 
the preaching of Christ will never have ef- ' 
fect, would be “ daring presumption” “in-'' 
deed’; then if there are any of the human® 
race on ‘whom the preaching of Christ ‘had® 
no-‘effect in this world, because it was “ their” 
hour and the power of darkness,” then 
must’ conclude that'it will have the desiréd 
effect in the world to‘come, when he *“takes d 
to’ himself his great: power | and rei 
for it is written, saith Jesus hiinself, John yi: sb 
they shall belall taughtof God?) 
VOL. 2. P 
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Finally, ‘Mr. Norton sees no other way 
to-evade the force of the passage in Peter, 
but by saying, as in page 51, that it amounts: 
to no more than this: “ That Christ, in the 
days of Noah, preached to notorious and ir- 
reclaimable sinners,who are now in the prison 
of hell” But we would ask Mr. Norton, 
what Christ preached to them ? The answer 
would: be, that he preached the truth, un-— 

_ deubtedly : then we would ask the gentle- 
man, what the truth was respecting them 
- and to this question he would, no doubt, 
give some evasive answer, as he has found it 
necessary to do in his remarks, in several in- 
stances; therefore we will endeavor to an~— 
-Swer it ourselves, First, then, allowing the 
_antediluvians to be what Mr. Norton says” 
they aré; ** irreclaimable sinners,” and allow-_ 
ang Christ knew them to be “ irreclaimabie,” 
.@which Mr. will not call in question.) 
then the truth to them would be, not that_ 
they return and five, because that would be’: 
insincerity and mockery, but in language 
‘something like this; that, “ You continue 
ir your iniquity znd rebellion against God, 
who‘ hath consigned‘ you over io doleful 
shades, whew, peace and rest can pevet 
come, seeing it is out of the power of God 
himself'to seclaim and save you.” Diabolic 
preaching this! But allowing this’ was 

etrine which Christ:preached to them, we 

may conclude that it-wes efiectaal ; for they 
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‘certainly did continue in their iniquity until 

the flood destroyed them ; and, as Mr 'N. 

says, “* they avald now be in the prison of 
hell” = But he says the preaching of. 
Christ was “ disregarded by them ;? there- 
fore it seems to be evident that Mr. Norton, 
himself believes Christ preached hetter, 
things to those “ irreclaimable sinners” than. 
what we have stated ; and we confess we 
believe sotoo. Then, allowing. he did preach 
good tidings to them ; allowing he told them 
that in hi-nself, as the ‘seed of Abraham, “ all 
‘ the families of the earth should be blessed ;”. 

and that, in order to accomplish or fuifil this 
promise, he would, in “ due time, destroy the 
works of the devil ; ;” and that, for this pur-., 

pose, he had “ tasted death for every Man,” . 
“that he would seek and save that which: was. 


| 


tnat he had given aimseit a ransom for 
all, and that “the ransomed of the Lordshalt. 
-feturn and come to Zion, with songs 
everlasting joy, and sorrow and’ sighing: 
shalt flee away:” We say if this awas the. 
doctrine he preach to them, (and wesolemr-. 
ly believe it was, in substance, whether he. 
personally preached to them, or whether it 
was by Noah ;) and allowing the doctrine 
preached to be true, (which none will dotuht,) 
then does it amount to proof ‘positive, that 
they not only are not “ irreclaimable,” but 
that they must and will of consequence be 
ransomed, reclaimed, saved, and blessed 5. 
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sotherwise the promises and declarations con- 
‘tained ip the. doctrine preached will: never 
. be accomplished. But Mr. N. seems to 

. gonelude, that because this preaching was 
. Mot. efficacious to their amendment, &c. in 
pthis. world, that, therefore the doctrine preach- 
ed, was not true, because it cou/d not be .effi- 
_pgacious. to, their deliverance and. restoration 
«in the..world, to come, as intimated.in page | 
, 62,:. But is any. thing too hard for God! 
Is his:‘hand shortened at all that it cannot 
redeem ?.or hath) ire. no power to deliver 
2; Yes, says Mr. N. (impliedly),it 

too hard for. God to fulfil his promise res- 
those .whom he hath suffered 
“eave this, world in.an upreconciled state, 
and therefore can. neither redeem nor deliver 
But Mr, N will recollect that “ the 


ot Goa. is saltation,’ ‘ana nor 
¢danmation as.he supposes, and although 
this.$ is. impossible with men,” yet with 
are.possible ;” And we “.un- 
blughingly ” :repeat -that we firmly believe, 
_ ated: from the, body, will.be blessed. with 
teaching .of the spirit of truth,” and al- 
shough not, in the flesh, will neverthelessebe 
‘judged according to men inthe flesh,but live 
according.to.God in. the. spirit ;” as was evi- 
. dently. the case with the antedilusians, for 
Saviour. is theig judge, and the char- 


acter,of Saviour. will not be lost in: judge, 
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because he is “ the same, ae et to dayy 
But for brevity’s sake, 
and 54, and remark Mr: N’s 
r- presentation of the wrath of God, where, 
in consequence of ‘our having stated im ont 
address, that we unequivocally subseribe te 
- this truth, viz.“ The wrath of God is teveal- 
ed from heaven against all angodliness' and 
unrighteousness of men” and them none 
that ‘it is the wrath of God, not of man,’ 
and that his punishments, or corrections are 
those of a heavenly Father, who, the apostle 
says, “ corrects us for our profit.” He im 
forins his people, * This is indeed he wrath | 
of God, and not of man, and you are desire 
ed particularly to notice the distin 
the wrath of God and not of man, has beet 
displayed in bringing death and alb its woes 
into our world,” &c. “ and you will alse rTe- 
member that it is the wrath of God and not 
of man which is displayed in» the endless 
destruction of all the finally impenitent in 
those doteful regions, where peace and hope 
an never come ; such (continues he) is the. 
tremendous. wrath of God ,which,as the Bere- 
ans justly observe, ‘is not the wrath of man’ 
for it is impossible that man should be soin- 
‘censed against’sin, or inflict such an amaz- 
ing weight of ‘wo upon incorrigible sitters.” 
Here Mr.N. has painted the wrath of God 
jnanost glaring colours, and instead of repre- 
VOL. 2, P2 
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genting if:ta partake of the nature of love and 
compassion, of mercy and benevolence. of 
pand truth ; he represents. it'to be 
like, yda, far more: malevolent than the wrath 
ofrevengetul: such as was pronounced | 
(ey the patriarch Jacob) ta:be cursed ; 
be their anger for it was fierce 
ahd their bwrath for it was cruel ;” and 
would-be cruelty in, a parent to punish, big 
offending child; for the sake of pung 
ishing, or to gratify a revengeful disposition, 
without any regard to the future good of the 
chilck; avid thisig-said by. Mr. N. to. be 
naiuse of ‘the wrath of God ! at least as it: 
‘Bespects these) from whom God sees fit te 
withhold.the influences.of bis Holy Spirit, 
nile they remain on this dreary stage; thete- 
¥ representing the same. fountain of love, 
jis love).as send forth sweet waters 
and: bitter,” good and-evil, love and, hatred, 
mhep. the. scriptures authorise us toa declare 
that $+ God isgood toall, and his tender mete 
giesvare, over all his, works,” and that ‘his 
thoughts, from, ever|asting, were thoughts.of 
. penee, and NOT. of evil,” And because we 
have’ im our former. publication -represented 
the. wrath, of Gad.ag being uf a-disciplinary 
nature,:representing God (as does. the apose 
Elebrews xii, 6; (which passage we ther 
‘quoted,) “as chastening whom be loseth.and_ 
Scouting every son whom he. teceiveth,”. 
that Mr. bas. insinuated that there are. 
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some of the'hunan. race that God does nog. 
love, and therefore punishes them,|: merely 
for the pleasure of punishing them, and wil | 
continue to do so, to all eternity » Or, fo u9g 
his words, the wcked are denomindted 
bastards, who’ under correction, wax wors@ 
and worse,” &e and then charges us with @* 
perversion of seripture applying the- 
Passage above quoted to all mankind, whe 
the ‘apostle limits it to christians ;” andthe 
he thinks he finds im these words 
of the passage, viz. “ if ye be: without chage ° 
#isement then are ye bastards and not sens.” 
But Mr. N. very carefully leaves out a very 
essential part of the passage, which if retaime 
ed: would make it appeat,thar the apostle ak 
Sq-applied it to all mankind. ‘which is; 
these words, viz. “ whereof asp pattakers,? 
Whieb together will read thuse > Lf yeube * 
withaut chastisement, whereof, all: are ‘pare ~ 
‘takers, then are ve bastards, and sot sons,” - 
glearly implying that if there wete of: 
the human race who are not the children or- 
efispring of God, they only would escape 
ghastisemest ; but according to Mr N. theye 
only. walb feel the chastening hand: of God 

40 endless duration ; because as Mr. N.'vety 
etroneously says, “they. are denominated - 
bastards ;” but it is evident from: the 
age, that there are no, thegitimates, beeause 
fall) are partakers of chastisement svhich 


geems to be atuied by the apostietoybe, an - 
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evidence of their sonship. By this time the 
4m partial: reader will be enabled to judge on 
the charge of “ and abuse 
of scripture” will fest. 
But Mr: N. ‘seems to think that there is 
a vast difference between the wrath ef God. 
and chastening of God; but we have not 
wisdom enough to discover the shadow of 
difference between the wrath of God and hie 
chastisements ; because “ the Lord our God 
is one,” and his nature one ; ; and * he is no 
respecter of persons,” for it is sin in the be- 
liever,as well as in the unbeliever, that brings 
the chastening as well as “ the wrath of God 
upon ‘the children of men,” and it is sim that 
hath “ bronght death and ali its woes into 
our world,” -and not * the wrath of God,” 
gs Mry'N: declares ; in fact, all his chasten- 
$ngs are dispensations of wrath, the wrath of 
. God,aad we may say, the wrath of Love; 
ty Mr. N. willcall this a solecism, 
But * God*is Love’; Such kind of wrath 
Joseph exhibited he spake roughly 
brethren, insomuch that it caused 
‘their hearts to wring with anguish : But will 
presume to say that'love was not at 
“the bottom of Joseph’s wrath! We think he 
iwill'not. And further, we read in Psalms, 
399. Thou ‘hast been wroth with 
thine anointed,” and the chief priests and 
 fpolers were wroth with him also; but with 
(MrvNvor any, other man presume to: say 
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sthat the wrath of God was. of the same, na- 
_ture as the wrath of those: chief priests, Se. 
‘when .the latter was the wrath, of hatred, of 
Malice. and revenge ; but the former was the 
_wrath of love and kindness, and, will be pro- 
ductive-of the ‘* heating of the nations ;”” for 
be, was. wounded for our transgressions,” 
‘ke, and by .his \stripes we are healed,” 
~But Mr. N. represents the wrath, of God,to 
“be not merely. dike the . wrath of those mad 
priests and rulers, but infinitely worse ;/ for 
"instead.of its making mankind better, ;and 
.more pleasing to God, it wall cause them.to 
wax worse. and worse,” and. even to blas- 
-pheme the God of. heaven ! How, derogatory 
_ this, to the character of God. Herethe read- 
er will judge who is most. likely to err, Mr. 
.N. who represents God. to worse than 
in his worst estate. or we, who represept 


to be better than man, in hie 
states. 

In page 55, Mr. N. says, atisinnethes 
consider it as a. difficulty.of.a: very 

puzzling nature to prove that the subjectsof 
everlasting torment should derive, any profit 

by-it,* is:it nota little strange that.these gen-. - 

should, with ‘so much facility sir 
‘Thia artful implication: comes 
with an ill grace, considering the knowledge 
ethegeutleman possessed, of our ideas of: the 

aword everlasting, as applied to punishment. 

«This. would indeed be strange, (continues 

* The chastening of God. 
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Mr. N.) passing strange, were it not that 
‘they have the address to remove the princi- 
pai part of the difficulty, by denying the 
‘truth of divine which ‘expressty 
‘decides, that the wicked ‘ shall go away in 
everlasting punishment, or torment. But 
_We would ask Mr. N:in what part of our 
address we have denied the trotti of divine 
‘testimony! We believe Mr. N’s conscience © 
will accuse him-of chatging us with that, 
“whieh he cannot support ; for he bas ‘not, 
‘atid know be cannot, find a si pas- 
‘age of “divine testimony,” which ex 
“decides” that the wicked shall be end/ess- 
by punished ; ‘aor is our cause, which is the 
“cause of. trath, so» as to make it 
| “for us to deny one part of divine 
‘testimony if order to: another, which 
‘we should do were wo to sav. that one 


_ of divine testimony declares “ God will have 
all- men to be saved,” and that another part 
‘asserts, that God never “ designed ” that all 
vmennshould be saved, and that “ heis not 
idesirous thie’ should’ be the case” As it 
‘Tespeets our~ having“ frequently used the 
-word* everlasting as importing the same 
thing ‘with end/ess,”. while we * deny the 
-endiess: punishment ofthe wicked,” as Mr, 
Nvobserves; we wilPiordeny, and the read- 
er willfind us-using it (it this reply) in the 
same way} and we see ‘no inconsistency in 
asiit is the word itself, that we wish 
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i because in our, language, it ebhe 
«Ways the same meaning as endless ; ‘but we! 
_ find fault with the translators of the Bible, : 
for substituting the word everlasting for the!) 
Original word atonian, or age, which. 

n page 56, ivir. N. makes a earengiiee 
about our remarks upon ¢hat part of his‘ser-;. 
mon which represents the commands of God, 
and the will of God, to be at variance ; and” 
then explains himself by saying, “ God com- | 
mands all men who are proper subjects of; 
command, to do that, which, if done, would” 
insure their salvation, and yet, that he dees; 
not determine, or -desiga the salvation of all 
men, withcut exception; and indeed, that . 

. he is not desirous, all things considered, that. 
this should be the case.” The: iseansisten- 
cy of which representation, we,. in our 

dress, endeavoured to point out, which, per. 
haps, was time unnecessarily spent,: since. 
the error is so. obvious, that every) readeg. 
must have discovered its discordance, bath: 
with reason and reveletion. Indeed, if these; 
ideas of Mr..N. were correct, then. might. 
God with propriety -be called a hard. master,:(: 


“ who. gathers where ke hath not strewed,”? 


Is, it possible,that. say (especially those whos: 
study, and profess: to believe. in the; 


tures.) should say that.God commandsimen, 
0 that whicti hes, determined:they shall, 


not du, and: then ssiake ‘them endlessly 
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thought ! Does this® like benevolence?» 
Is othere ‘atly justice inthis?’ Is this a just 
déscription‘ofthe ‘character ‘of God, who 
said not unto the seed of Jacob,” (nor‘any© 
other'seed) * seek: e my ‘face in vain, who 
created all things” or Jesus Christ, 
in *whoth it pleased the’ Father allfulness 
should dwell” andbdy whom “all chings will 
.be reconciled unto God, .as'is clearly stated 
by the apostle ‘to the Colossians, chapAv and 
willany hesitate which testimony to believe? 
Werhope not ; for there’ never were 
monies: more’ opposite one to the other, than 
the'a ‘sand’ MriiN’s. Besides, the 
of God vespecting “ofall 
fespects their coming to the knowl-— 
edgeief the'truth; also’; and if the word wéll 
command) whichGod designs shall 
“never bewbeyed; (as‘Mr. 'N. asserts) shen it 
be applied: ‘in-the’same ‘way, to’ their 
‘coming tothe knowledge of the truth, from 
which -thisinference' must be drawn, viz. 
thavalthough God: commands ‘all mento” 
the knowledge*of the. truth, ‘yer 
he does nordesign, they” shall ‘come to this 
knowledge and,’ of course;'they wibkinever 
know truth: eternity. But: this 


prove: tao: muth for Mr: N because, 
partof the human ace, 
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come ‘tothe knowledge of it, which will be 
the ¢ruth, whether it be salvation or dauina- 
tion ; which we think shews his whole’ ar- 
gument to. be a system of philosophy too 
vain to draw the most unlearned from the 
simplicity of the truth. Again, ‘the samé 
‘¢ wsdl of God,” which respects the salvation 
of all: men, enjoins, that “* prayer, supplica- 
tion, and giving of thanks be made for,” the 
same “all men ;” which according to Mr: 
N. is likewise.a command which God ‘in- 
tends: ‘shall never be obeyed, but which, 
nevertheless ts obeyed, as it respects prayer, 
and supplication, by Christians of every de- 
nomination, although the prayers of most of 
them, are:an abomination .to the Lord’; be- 
éause not the prayers.of faith, and “ wiatso- 
ever is not of faith is ‘sin? ' But ‘how’ to 
perform the last mentioned’! arti¢lein’ the 


text, which-is to“ give ‘thanks for all men,” 


they find very difficult, for they. cannot give 


thanks for the salvation of ‘all mei, ‘because 


that would be giving thanks for ‘what (they 
think) is not true ; and it would*sheck rheir 
own feelings’ to thank’ God that uy hip 

a 


nor desiré that:all men should be gs 


ed,” but that the greatest’ part; should ‘be 


Ghdlessly tormented ‘witlr fire andl. brimstone, 


where one ray of hope or cothfort will hever 
be suffered to shine upon thein,:té fffitigate 
the suffering of their agonized souls, noféven: 
a'drop of water’ to’ cool 
VOL. 2. 
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too gues as bad vas | bumandnaturecis; 
repugnant theit- teelings, espe. 
cially ‘when. theyo consider,:that, more than 
probable} their ! thein wives ! )their 
husbands! their, breshsen ! and their 
own, childsen ,-also,-are: of | the ,mumber 
Low, these: thoughts; usticharrow. 
souls of christinus, whe.aré not wholly destix 
tuite -thatoneble saympathetic | principle; 
which Causes to deel forothess; woes,: and 
vhich, only ,distiriguishes» man || from. | the 
No Thase :hard|-bearted, 
unfeeling pringiples;,((it is thonught).are 
seryed, to. be -put.ja exercise; when they:ar- 
tive .to that state, where: ‘nothing, thatde- 
fileth;; shall > !nityou 
have,nct shat up'your bowels of.con passion, 
if you, are 
which the as acriine “.,worthy 
ideath.;”, Romi: 31.-if\the love of God 
divelleth im youicthink, on, these things: ;; for 
“he that knqweth God ;\ for 
article isi dismigserl,” says 
Ni in, the same! page; would ask 
the whether they. meautito' do 
USHER faster saying, he, assents 
at, mands, directs, all, aen 
ta.be, ages lg Other words, te sae 
selves. awe, auswer, ample 
Ged. commands ail meu: to 
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dé that; whieh if'doneowbald insure theit 
salvation,” then’ surely does’ ‘he command 
them to save themselves; and that phildso- 
y must be refined indeed: 
er the ‘shadow-of a ‘difference, For if when 
actildrhad fatien ‘into the water; the parent 
instead of deauing in ‘himself to reseue: the 
child, (which wouldsdo, wherwas 
hot destittite of! parentab’ affection): shogid 
command the'child toswin to the shore; and 
he should be saved; surely it would becom: 
tnanding the child-to save itselfis) ox, ‘fo. use 
the words of Mr. N. it would be .eedéme 
thanding” the child to: do ¢hat which, if 
done; would: insare-its salvation; if 
the child should be sojunfortubate'as not to 


be able to swim, and the parent knew it, 
then would he be jast stichia parept.as Mm q 
N. represetits the. God. of the! spintsoftail 


flesh” to be: But when the arnives, 
which Mr N. looks forward !to; when he: will 
“ vindicate the divide then 
will: he' discover the deformity: of the portrait a 
he hath drawn, its. ia: 
page Mr. WN. says, “ ‘The insinuas L 
tion: of the Bereans,:that your Pastor exhib. 
its‘no fear in slandering the character of Ged,’ - 
will be instrumental, he: hopes, ef exciting 
him ‘so to vindicate the divine perfections, 
as to confound, to to silence, and bring 
to genuine repentance, alb who have been, 


i 
‘ 
: 


THE BEREAN. 


and now: are; in the habit of. speaking wicks 
edly forGod, and talking deceitfully of him ;” 
and we heartily join with Mr. N. in hopi 
that our “ insinuation ” may have such of 
fect, for then would our most sanguine wish- 
es be realized: but we. are sorry to say, that 
it has not. yet had such effect; for instead of 
vindicating the. divine. perfections,” 
represents them to. be so imperfect, and at 
pis odds one with another, as almost “ ts 
confound ‘and put to silence. all who havé 
been ” in habit of 

Inthe same. Mr.N. says, They ” 
{the Befeans) express a clesire,; that you 
would ask a direct reply from your pastor to 


the following queries: ‘1. Had 


any design in creating mankind! 2. Was it 
good ora bad design! 3. Will accom. 
sphsh- his: design His answer to the first 
uery-is, The Liord bath made all things 
tor himself, yeajeven the wicked for the 
of .evil:” which answer is perfectly 
“sistent with our ideas of all other scripture 
passages ; for if God made all things for him, 
“self, then it is evident he made nothing for 
his and our adversary; and although he 
“ made the wicked for the day of stil, ” yet 
“we have no authority trom Scripture, to call 
‘this day,an endless day, and we are giad Mr. 
-N. has not annexed the word endlesg to it in 


this place; indeed, the very word day, sig- 
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nifies, time,. But if the wicked were made; 
_ for endless evil, what propriety was ee in 
“David's praying as Psalm let the 
wickeduess of the wicked come,to an, 
Again, if. the. wicked. were made for endless 
evil, how iaconsistent was the.prayer.of Je- 
sus, when oo, the cross, for those who with. 
wicked hands. crucified and slew. bim,;. but, 
he being. in the counsel of Jehovah, knew 
they ,were made. for Aim, aad therefore saic 
“Father, forgive them, fur they. know not what 
they, do;” knowing, assuredly, that what. 
seever he asked he. should receive, because. 
he always asked for that which: was-eccord- 
ing to ine will of the, Father,....Again, “lf 
the wicked tugn from his wickedness, and do 
that which is layeful and right, he shall live 
thereby.” kackiel, ifthe 
- wicked were made for endless evil, how cam 
they escape that evil by turning from -tbeis 
Will God change.,his 
them, because: , they. change? 
But Mr. N. will say, the passage had refers 
ence only to the finally impeniteat;: but 
an answer tovsuch.a statement, sve would . 
tefer, him to, our. observations on, Sodom. and 
Gomorraly and the anrediluvans; tor God 
Sees fit to, suffer the wicked to‘eontinue 
their wickedness till they die, then undoabt. 
ediy he will purge it from them afterwards 3 
for saith God by the prophet, iniquity 
shall nos be trom yquaill gm dies? 
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Isaiah, xxii. 14, for “the Jo suffer oF 

His” diiswet' to’ query od is, “ 
worthy © ‘Lord to receive glory, and honour” 


; for thou hast created all thing 


Why 'pledsuré they ate and were 
ated pleasdite is a’ good 'pledsutes 
therefore his design in creating mankind 
be'a goed design” And his answer 

uéry is) Goi’s counsel shall stand,’ 
and he ‘will do‘all bis pledsute; be will 
com plish tiis whole design &e. To these 
corditig to Mt stated generally, 
oth i’ ‘and remarks; he does ti 


| gubscribe the OF them, althou 


tliey ate“hefe: Piven his belief; for if alf 
flings Were: created for -the pleasure of 
Hovaliand that pleasure be 4 good 
dived five; the ‘Lord hive 
deith bf the wickeaZbut 
Vie wicked tari from his way atid live.” 
Bzek. How can it bé 
God seither nor desiPes the wick? 
Shibuld’ret iri aiid live, as has if 
bine ated? Apecially, when the téstinien 
brodgtie forward by My. dects 
that’ God's hall ‘stand, and te will 
do alPtiis ‘How these discordant 
ideds cain’ be Teoneiled, ‘he best tell ; 
really Tt seeing to be ‘hits ‘opiiion, ‘that: 
til tits prewsute;” but that 
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he will do also; whiel! he Wath 
declared tie hath ** 
We have wo’ degrading: 
ideas. of God: he doth sotatfict 
nor the” of nen: Puttiat fe, 
God does not afffict- atid grieve the n OF 
mien, for the pleustire 
suffer; but tie doves it bécduse he 
them, atvd “ for their profit,” that “ the 
be fiartakers of fis*hotiness “god as is;” 
avid eternalfy will be, of the same 
dis tliat nore ” {riot even the! wicked) 
We will always afflict, 
punish correct, ‘the period: shall’ 
drive, sin the? eatise of all (suffering! 
shall be destroyed ; + for * he shall finish he 
and! miaké ah end and 
* (Who is*Love) shall be 
turious thought “Ror when thé 
ate filled’ with love, there withthe We 
fol” thatice, ‘oF tevenge; but 
hire will root out avd desttoy all those 
Pitipensities if whieh” makentin 
God, avd which cause 6 hare 
bits fie? whieb is the fulfill 
law: tating! ite lacey 
te fove alt bie: 
these divine but nindt 
fi the Aafiguiage: 6f YoSpiration, O- 
_ praise ‘thee, for though wast 


Withee; ‘thide auger turied 
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*-anto us.helongethyshame and confusion, of. 
faces, but»unto.the Lord our God belongeth 
meneyes.and forgivenesses, theugh we 
velo page 58, N. after mentioning, Seve, 
eral, passages of scripture, which we tock, 
occasion to introdace in our in, vin~. 
dication. of. the ‘character. of God, quotes 
Jehn, iv..9, 10 which we .then referred s 
We.Jove jhim because he first. loved. us ;”, 
and makes this observation But becau 
this is true of Christians, of whom the apostle 
is, speaking, does it follow that pele whom 
* Ged’ s: soul ‘hateth either love him, or are. be- 
loved of-him, in the sense of the text!” 
strange how, shurt sighted Mr. N. opprere to 
be in atiending,to some points ; when he is 
so in, jattending, ; 
for-bad he reflected, before he decided upon 
the passage in John, he must have decided 
differently. forif God loved any of the hu- 
before they, Joved. him, then it 
lows without controversy, and beyond con- 
tadiction; that these, whom “ God: first love 
ed,”;an the, sense-of the,text, were not chris- 
tians “before. he laved:,them,, but became 
sorin consequence; of. the manifestation of 
the love of God in Clinist Jesus ; and there- 
fore loved. God because he first loved them. 
Bur did}Ged wait for mankind to. become 
christians, before he loved them, it would 


amount, to proof posituve that there. never 


= * 
= 
: 
4 
ty 
aS 
4, 
| 
— 


THE BEREAN, art 


would. be any christians, for it wasthe love of 
God that caused him, to send.,his sea ithe 
propitiation, for theit ,sins, as we find. in. verse. 
10, of the same chapter of John and:in 
chap. 1 and 2d verses, he any 
Man sin, we have an advocate with the fathe 
er Jesus Christ, the righteous : and he is the 
propitiation for our sims, and not for, ours 
only, but also for the, sins of the whole world,” 
and in iv. 14. ‘“ We have seen, and do tess 
tify, that the. Father sent the Son’to be the 
Saviour of the world.” Thus then itis evis 
dent, that, to. be’ Christians, we mest first 
know that God loves us ; and. that his lové: 
hath, undertaken to redeem us nes —— 
from all iniquity. 

‘But Mr. N’s assertion. ‘thet, *God’s 
hateth infidels,” that is, that he: doth not 
Jove them ;, represents God, who is a founy 
tain of love, ‘to send forth. sweet waters and 
bitter.” ‘“* With the same mouth bless ye God 
and curse ve men,; whu are made after the 
similitude of God; these things ought not se 
to be.” James iii. 9, But if there are any ye 
whom God hates and will curse,we 
ought (in order to be Godlike) to hate ‘and 
curse them too, “ for itis enough that) the 
disciple be as his Lord ;” “ let the same mind 
be in us that is also in ChristJesus >” but we 
are taught to “ love those that hate us,” ‘to 
bless and curse not,” fur Jove, only,is ef God; 
and “ ifa man say, 1 loveGod, and hateth his 
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brother} be is a liars”! so'we that! love 
atid gether for'one id 
of Godiand the other is ‘of devil, 
as lion, to" dévevar for 
God' hath*coneluded their all in (ost 
infidetityy' thar he might'have’ merey“upoa 
Ny will ‘say’ that David dee 
Clates} Psaltn That’ the wicked, arid 
violence: His (Gods) soul 
* hated Esaw.” But 
will ‘Mr éonélude that God’ is’ an énemy 
paitliof His‘own offspring, and that ‘he 
ates them as sinful men’ hate one ‘atiother ; 
bécause there ‘até three’ passages to be 
found it the Bible; that Ged) as 
hating ‘Beings?’ “Yes he does” 
by! so Uding He‘ has’ ttiade God a 
lia¥ his’ own’ Blasphemous 
thought! This speaking: wickedly for 
Gud vengeance,  Biit ‘blessed be 
God givitie us see! that! his testi- 
mbny ik noe yea afd ney blessitig? and 
Chrsifig/ and hatred’; but “'yea and 
amen,” ‘and though the: passage ih Psalins 
spedies ‘of ‘God's ‘Hating: the wicked,’ yet: if 
David was‘ under the’ influence of the Holy 
Spirit Whee declared it; he could not‘ have 
intended more than vizi That God’s 
soul ‘Hated the wicked not as his work mian- 
Ship, not but as wicked men; that 
is) "he hates their evil 
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But ithe ‘passage Malachi, where Gad: 
be :takew ih a different sense} 


ecause thoseiwho tiave iréad theshistory of 
Jacob aud: Esan,. must “have. noticed, ithatiid 


was got an.account.of goodness.in Jacob, on 


wickedness:in Esau, that God loved the one 


@t hated the other ; fur, if either. condected 


to thé. principles the goss 
pel thanithe other,..it 
must: .haye been such, kind;of batrediae 
that récommended by ‘our: Savique: himself? 
Mark.xiv. 26: “ifanyman cometome, aad 
hate not his father;and motlier, and: wife; 
and children, yea, and his alsopbe 
eannot: be my: disciple,” whiclcannot: 

bly intead preference for: himy 
ébove all earthly things. » In this) sense, we 
view: the hatred: of God with respect to Ksauy 


inasmuch.as bie chose, or ‘erred Jacob to 


be the head.and father. of his covenant peo- 
ple, and rejected:Esau: indeed, as 
well say}. that God hated ail the sons of Jesse 
except David; because ke only.was accepted 
of} God, to ibe: king over Israel, ito the. rejec- 
tion ‘of all: the! rest torisay Gédishated | 
Esau, according. to. ihe common acceptation 
Of the. term hatred. But to suppose, that 
theiihatred whith Jesus 
necessary) christian qualification, isof the de- 
Seriptinn, of that, which: Mr. /NusaysGod- 
suppose that. it-is:inecessary 
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for'a man to be a murderer, in order tobe a 
éhristian for, “ Whosoever hateth his bro- 
ther is amurderer.” | John iii. 15. Again, 
if really: did imbibe such a malignant 
hateful dispositien towards any of the human 
race, how astonishing itis that there are but 
two or three’ passages in the: whole bible 
whichi declare it, one of which, assetts only 
that he: hates one individual of that race; 
which circumstance alone is sufficient to 
¢convinee any unprejudiced minds, that no 
Stich principle of hatred exists in God, as 
that represented by Mr. N. But cor- 


goboration of our ideas of the passage in 
Psalm’ 11, which speaks of God as hating 


the wicked, as before stated, we will quote 
avety few of the. mauy passages, which de- 
clare: what does hate in a scriptural 
sense, and that insomuch, that he is deter- 
mined to destroy it, and “ leave neither 
root nor branch” thereof; ‘‘ 1 hate robbery 
for: burnt« offering.” Isa. |xi. 8. “ Do not 
this abominable thing that | hate,” Jer. xliv. 
4, speaking of idolatry.: Let: none of you 
imaginereviliin your hearts against bis! neigh- 
bor; no’ false oath, for all these 
things }bate, ‘saith the: Lord.” Zac, viii: 17. 
Thou (Jesus) bast loved righteousness and 
hated) iniquity.” Heb In fact, the hat- 


red of God, like: the wrath of God, 


vealed: frouy hea¥en against: all ungodliness 
and- unrighteousness of new: ;? and mane 


j 
an 
j 
‘> 
i 
4+ 
| 
— 
— 
4 
Be 
Ag 
ia 


‘THE BEREAN. 


kind even “ make a covenant withdeath and. 
an agreement, with hell,” yet their covenant) 
and agreement with death and, bell will nos; 
be ratified and sealed by him, who,“ hath;the; 
keys” thereof as Mr. N, supposes, but to ther 
contrary, ,“ their} covenant with. death:shall 
be disannulled, and their agreement. with 
hell shall not stand:” Isa. xxxiii.,.. * Thongh, 
they dig into heii, thence shall my hand take! 
them.” Amos, ix, 2, And although jthey- 
should be. so hardened. in, iniquity,,as 40, 
boast, that they had “ made lies their refuges, 
and under falsehood hid.. themselyes,” 
the “hail shall sweep away” (not. the. peo- 
ple) but “ their refuges of, lies, and the! wa- 
ters shall overflow their hiding, place,” as de-. 
Clared in the same chapter of isaiah.and the; 
believer is there admonished, not-to,make: 
haste, because though it mot tyet.done 
there is laid in Zion, asure foundation for the) 
accomplishment of) all, these divine declara- 
tions, in due time. 

.. In the,same, page Mr..N. charges us. with: 
falsehood, when in our address; we ask:his, 
people, ‘ If they can, believe, that, when. :the. . 
angel of the Lord appeared unto ;the, shep« 
herds, saying, “Fear not, for. behold, | bring 
you glad tidings of great, joy, which shall be 
to.all peopie,” the heavenly, messenger 
clared a falsehood, because their, pastor. tells. 
them the words, all,peop/d do, not mean, or. 


intend, all people.’ In reply to which, MrNi 
Qe R 
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ds "your’ pastor ‘has‘no where im 
His s€fitiob told “you this, you will not be 
believe that the gentlemen deciare 
they say he does tell 
SO.” 3 
But if! Mrs Ny had carefully his 
sefmon, before, he’ wrote his remarks, we 
think he would have saved himself the trou- 
ble-df charging us with false statements, and 
saved ws the painful necessity of transferring’ 
thé ‘chargé, by ‘saying ‘he hath borne “ false 
wittiess against his neighbour ;” for in page & 
of iis sermon, when explaining the meaning 
of the words a// men in his text, he saith, 
truth-then as used in the text, the: 
gospel be meant, all men cannot intend every 
individual of ‘the species ;” and he was very 
particular to prove that the word ¢ruéh, in 
the fext; did mean gospel; and in page 
be says, * allmen, intends such of 
as are in a situation to become acquainted 
with, and of obeying gospel truth.” ‘There- 
fore’ we confidently repeat, that, with res- 
pect to scripture which de- 
_eldves; “ God ‘will have all men to be saved, 
and come'té the of the truth,” 
-has‘asserted’ ‘that a// men does not 
"wean ald men' ‘ov, “Levery individual of the 
species’? (wivi¢h ‘is the same’ thing) and eve- 
ry reader welthink Swill justify the transfer ; 
that “matter between him ‘and’ 


of hearts, we wil drop and 
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attend to what he says: in page 58yrespecting 
‘the mission of the angels, which i. as fol- 
‘Jows : ‘Nor will) you 'bé likely to believe 
that all people will: be. saved, because the 
glad tidings ef the. birthiof a Savidur, shail. 
hereafter’ be annousced to All the ‘nations: of 
‘the wold)” But, allowing the angel intend- 
ed all the natious of the world, by! t* @// ped- 
ple,’ as Mr. N. seems: to think, and to 
which we cordially agree, we think he 
has deviated from his duty as @ minister df 
the gospel of God, when, instead of inspirmeg 
his people with confidence in’ God, and ex- 
horting them to an implicit reliafice ow di- 
vine testimony, he appears rather to encout- 
age them to distrust the divine veracity 5 
and being sensible of his own proneness to 
discredie God’s witnesses, he has concluded 
that the people of his charge will be likely 
to discredit them too: But we think, the 
people would be very “ likely to believe m 
the salvation of all men,” if they were not im 
the habit of hearing one, who professes te be 
a well instructed scribe in the kingdom of 
Heaven, continually insinuating into their 
minds, that the promises ‘of God respecting 
“he “ restitution of all things ” could not be 


depended on, for they did not always mean 


what they said. But did they, as Mr. N. 
* hopes and trusts, believe God, rather than 
fallible, deceived, and deceiving men,” they 
would believe those pure and holy spirits, 
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‘announced all 


who, warm from the: 
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presence of their God, 
proclaimed the birth of the world’s Saviour, 
saying, ‘Behold | bring you glad tidings of 


people not 
merely that the birthoof a ‘Saviour shall be 
people.” but it shall bg 
glad tidings. of! great joy to all people.” 


But, if there! are any of the human race, 


that, fromiany cause whatever, will be doom- 
ed endiesslyto suffer in regions of wo, and 


ito whom the birth of the Saviour, of course, 


will be no advantage; how can the knowledge 

glad) tidings-6f great joy to tiem? 
But Meo sure enough, how 
it: be .giad tidings’to such! and rather than 
abandon: his: darling tenet, endless punish- 
ment, he would not hesitate to say, the 
bitthiofithe Saviour n2ver will be “ glad tide 
Mhgsiof greatjoy” to but a very small portion 
of “all people,” and thereby insinuate that 
thesdedlafation of the angel was mot troe; 
but if weshould hete be charged with judg- 
ing without evidence, we say we have abun- 
dance of evidence, both in his sermon and 


semarks, to which we refer the reader. 


Before we close we will attempt briefly to show the 
y Mens between the doctrine of God the Saviour and 
the doctrine of Mr. N.. 
ft. The doctrine of God the Saviour declares, that, 
all who die in the first Adam, sha// be made alive in the 
second ; but.the doctrine alluded to, declares,that *though 
all dic in Adam,yet all will not be made alive inChrist ; the 
one declares, God * will have all men to be'saved;’ the 
other declares it is not his will, “ neither is he desirous” 
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that all. men’ should be saved.: Orie declares,.God taie- 
éth no pleasure in the, death of the wicked, but that he 
feturn and live;”’ the other, that he 
the purpose of; dying eternally, and imself 

take in making then’ miserable. Orie declares 
that; God, according. to! the good pleasure his» will, 
hath purposed to gather together in one, all. things ih 
Ghrist the other declares, all things never will be’ gath- 
ered in one in Christ, did God ever purpdse. they 
should be,:but-td the contrary, by far the greater! part 
of «all things” will be banished from Christ and so re. 
main to endless duratidn.' One déclares; (as expressed 
by Jesus himseif) that, “Every plant which my heavenly 
Father hath not planted shall bé rooted: up Buti the 
other asserts, this never will be done ;: for instead of sin 
which is the plant alluded:to, bemg ranted: up, it will be 
earefully transplanted,.into'a soil prepared fer the pur. 
pose, where the climate ‘will be more congenial tu its 
growth, and there grow and increase under the nourish 
ing hand of him, who, if he would, could “ destroy this 


wicked with the breath of-his mouth,and the brightness 


of his appearing,”” which is indicated’ where Mr. Ni:res 
presents the corrections: of God: as causing the: wicked 
to wax worse and worse ;’’ or, to state. it im othér 
words—Que declares Christ came to destroy.sin and ‘save 
sinners ; the other that he came‘to save sin, cand-de 


sinners ; which Mr. N. perhaps, wilh bes imyilling to 


avow.: But if God “ will do all his pleasume;’” as saith 
the scriptures, and which Mr: N. sometimes» acknowls 


edges, then if he banishes the greatest part of the human ™ 


race into an endless ¢tate of destruction and torment, (as 


Mi. N. it surely, must be his pleasire so te 


do, and in order that they may thus suffer it will be ine 


- dispensable for God to continue them in their sins ; for 


if they cease to sin, they will consequently cease to suf- 
fer, for where there is no sin, there can be no sorrow: 
But the insinuation of Mr N. that “the wicked, under 
Corrections” are endlessly to wax worse and ‘worse,’? 


4s, in other words, saying, that God will be endlessly ex- 
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etting his power, in making sinners-more sinful; but what 
propriety there is. in calling shat, * correction,” which 
makes mankind worse, we think none but Mr. N. hath 
Yet discovered, for to correct, is to amend, and set right, 
which was wrong Avgain. the dectrineiof God the 
Saviour, declares, that. God was in Christ reconciling 
the world unto himself,” and that “peace was made by 
the blood of the:cross by 4im, to reconcile all things unto 
bimself.”” | Bat the doctrme alluded to, represents 
God; as making some of. “all-things* greater enemies 
hereafter than they are here; and’ consequently, that 
things’ never willbe reconciled unto God, which, as 
it is acknowledged “ he will:do all his pleasure,” repre. 
sents God, as taking pleasure in e-mity, and therefore 
wwill:have ‘enemies as long:as he himself exists, when he 
@an,'by a word, convert them into friends, for “ the 
hearts ofall are'in bis hands, and he can turn them as- 
the rivers of water are turned.’? Qne declares, that th 
two debtors, (mentioned in the Scripture, by our Lo 

as owing, one, five hundred pence, and the other, fifty ; 
whom we think represent the two characters of Right- 
eous and Wicked; )’ when they had nothing to pay, were 
both frankly forgiven :. But the other doctrine asserts, 
that the wicked, who have contracted such an enormous 
debt never will be forgiven, but that the righteous only, 
who are less involved, arein a pardoned state.” in 
ene word, the-doctrine of the Bible, declares that “ God 
# love ;’’ the other, that he is hatred. But as the Bi- 
Ble explodes, those malevolent passions, anger, ‘iatred and 
every other disposition which sinfel men now possess, 
which is-epposite to love, and therefore opposite to God, 
but which Mr. N. insinuates are, and eternally will ex- 
ist in God, let us explode them too, and say with Paul, 
* Let God be true and every man a liar;”” and look for- 
ward in full faith to the period, -vhen sin, which com- 
prises all those baneful passions before mentioned, shall 
be destroyed, and when God’s “ judgments are made 
manifest,’ for then, ‘ al} nations shall come and. worship 


beforebim,”? as declared, Rev. xv. 4 ; and in chapter ¥. ; 
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after speaking of those who. were redeemed out of every” 
‘nation, ‘&c. which no doubt represent the élect, or first 
fruits, expressly declared; “ And every creature in 
heaven, on the earth; under the earth, and‘ in the Seay 
and art that are in them, heard 1) saying, ‘Blessing and 
‘honor, and glory, and power, (be unto him that aattethe 

the throne, and the lamb forever and ever.”” This 
‘is the faithful testimony of one “who was peculiarly’ fa-. 
vored with 2 révelation of the mysteries of God ; how op- 
posite this to the testimony of Mr. N. whose faith leads 
him to imagine he hears, or will hear, the greater part of 
worshipping assembly cursing aad blaspheming ‘the 
name of him who sits upen the was: and the Lamb for- 
-ever and ever ! ! 

But let us turn from these delusive fables, ‘by which 
men are drawn frem the simplicity of. be- 
lieve in him “who is able to change these vile bodics, 
and fashion them like unto the Sea, 
a’ God, according to his mighty working, whereby he ie 
able to subdue all things unto himself ;” “and, though “the 
-wicked were made for, the day of, evil,””, yet. we, know. 
shat day i is not endless, because it is t  pleagiife of the 
‘Lord that “the wicked return and live ;” witness “ that 
charity which covereth a multitude of sins,” which that 
friend of sinners exhib:tea on the cross, when he prayed 
for those, who of all sinners were the greatest, ** Father 
forgive them, for they know not what they do ;’”? “ Oh 
the depth of the riches, both of the wails and knowl- 
edge of G.d! How unsearchable are his judgments and 
his ways past finding out, for of him, and through him, 
and to him are all things, to when be glory for ever 
vamen !”’ 

Sing, O ye heavens ! into praise 

Thou earth, and let the anthem roll, 

Til] rocks and tombs shai! hear the lays, 

And light and life embrace the whole.’’ 

. And now would we, under the influence of that char. 
iy, “‘ which thinketh no evil, and which hopeth all 
things, instead of doubting the of the gentle- 
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man, rather conclude, that it is because the judgi « 


represents.things, but, that when they are, he wilkex. 
Other Lords. liad dominion over me, but hy shee. 
vill { make mention, of thy name ;” and then will 
know, that there,will..be jay in heaven,; in, consequence . 
the ‘sheep being. foundand brough home, and not 
ip,conseguence of their,being driven farther from heme. 
That. Mr. N. with all, who.as yet know not the truth as 
it is.in, Jesus, may be brought to.the .knowledge thereof, 
and-thus. be willing to, confess it, tothe glory of, God, is. 


AVES would the reader, that we ‘had anticipats 
ed soticing Mr’ Norton's closing exhortations; but 2s. 
this number has already exceeded our calculation, and: 
ids the snbtiante of them is‘replied to in these pages, we 
Hawk’ ‘notiéing them so particularly as we uritends 
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